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My Lord, 

If only one mind capable of abstract 
thought, and possessed of influence in the 
literary world, should be induced to read 
these Essays, it is believed they will be 
rescued from oblivion, and be made a means 
of usefulness.* They are the produce of a 
master-mind, one whose deep reasoning did 
not disturb his unaffected piety ; one whose 

* Should this little volume meet a favourable 
reception, some other papers by the same Author 
are ready for publication. 
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philanthropic character and philological 
powers would have entitled him to a high 
position as an author, had his life been 
spared to revise and organise the produce 
of the leisure hours he gleaned from a course 
of active labour in a tropical climate. 

I do not apologise for dedicating these 
Essays to your Lordship. 

Archdeacon Jeflfreys was your College 
friend, and fellow-labourer, next in succession 
for more than thirty years, the last ten years 
of which he was your Archdeacon ; and the 
affectionate friendship which subsisted be- 
tween your family and his was uninterrupted 
to the last. How little did your Lordship 
expect when he bade you farewell in the 
land of cholera, that he should in England fall 
a victim to that sad malady ! yet so it was 
permitted by Him, in whose hands are the 
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issues of life and death. After officiating 
in the Church of a friend at Exeter, and 
retiring to rest in his usual health, he was 
found the next morning in the last stage 
of cholera. The disease had attacked his 
head from the first, and deprived him of 
power to alarm the house, and obtain the 
care and assistance his friends would so 
gladly have bestowed upon him, ; but even 
in this afflicting dispensation there was 
mercy. The King of Terrors found the suf- 
ferer in a state of reconciliation and peace, 
and not unwilling to depart. A little while 
before he left town for Exeter, on Ijring 
down to rest, he observed to his beloved 
wife : " How deUghtful would it be, if, 
when we close our eyes in sleep on earth, 
we might open them in heaven, to be with 
our dear Saviour for ever through eternity ! " 
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It is scarcely necessary to request your 
Lordship to recommend these Essays, and 
to use your influence to make them known, 
so that he who wrote them with a heart 
full of love and gratitude for his Saviour, 
and tender concern to the souls of sinners, 
may be permitted, though dead, to speak 
and tell of the wonderful works of God. 

With the heartfelt prayer, that He who 
alone can give the increase will mercifully 
bless and abundantly prosper this work, 

I am, my Lord, 
Your Lordship's 

Obedient humble servant, 

THE EDITOR. 
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The line of demarcation which separates the 
works of man from the works of God, and 
constitutes the peculiar feature of each, is 
this — In the works of man, and in all human 
machinery, the effect never can be made 
either to reproduce or repair its own cause. 
The cause acts for a time : its energy dies 
away, and the effect ceases. Man can never 
make a watch, which, having gone down, 
will wind up itself again. Here is the limit 
over which man can never pass. Thousands 
of other instances might be adduced, but 
this one is characteristic of them all. But 
in the works of God the effect comes round 
again, and acts upon its own cause, repairs 
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it, sustains its energy, often aggravates and 
increases it, and if necessary, reproduces it 
altogether. Thus, in the works of God, the 
cause and the effect act and re-act, gene- 
rate and re-generate each other, till it often 
becomes difficult for man to say which is 
the cause^ and which is the effect. Thus 
the Almighty acts in everlasting circles^ and 
his works contain within themselves a self- 
restoring energy, or a self-re-producing power 
capable of enduring for ever and for ever. 
This is true in every variety of his works 
and in all his appointments, without one 
solitary exception. It is true in the whole 
kingdom of matter ; it is true in the whole 
wonderful region of mind ; it is true in all 
those works of the Almighty, where both mind 
and matter are concerned, where mind acts 
upon matter, and matter upon mind. It is 
true in morals \ it is true in physics. It is 
true in all that relates to time, as well as all 
that concerns eternity. It is true in reli- 
gion and all the Christian graces of the soul. 
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It is true in politics, political economy, and 
the causes of the wealth of nations, and of 
the rise and fall of empires. It is true in 
health ; it is true in disease ; it is an ever- 
lasting energy for ever-increasing good, or 
(horrible reflection !) it is an everlasting 
energy for ever-accumulating evil. 

And here I feel obliged to interrupt my 
subject, in order to say that I utterly 
decUne entering into the question of the 
origin of evil. If man be wise, he will let 
this awful question alone for ever, as being 
infinitely beyond his comprehension. But 
this we might expect, that when once man 
has introduced evil among the works of 
God, it will then obey the universal law 
which he has established among all his 
works, of increasing for ever and ever. 
For evil produces disorganization and dis- 
order among the lovely works of God, and 
these produce effects which, according to 
his own immutable laws, tend to increase 
their own cat^es, and to multiply and grow 
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worse and worse, to all eternity. This is the 
natural tendency of evil, and may throw some 
light upon the nature and the equity of eternal 
punishment. But if in any instances this 
tendency is counteracted, and moral evil 
does not multiply itself for ever, gathering 
food and strength from its own effects ; if the 
moral disease is healed, and good implanted 
in its stead ; this must be a distinct pro- 
vision, by the power* and mercy of God. 
. I shall produce a variety of examples to 
illustrate this grand feature of the Al- 
mighty's works, taken from his appoint- 
ments, both in the moral and the physical 
world, but especially taken from the whole 
nature and constitution of man, from his 
body, and from his mind ; from those com- 
plex operations in which both body and 
mind are concerned ; in health and in dis- 
ease ; for good and for evil. And I humbly 
hope, that I shall be able to throw some 
little light upon a beautiful and mysterious 
subject, and to extract from it some valuable 
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lessons, and some wholesome warnings. 
And while we contemplate this wonderful 
property of the works of God, the Almighty s 
everlasting circles^ may we all learn to 
tremble and adore. 

The first example I shall take, shall be a 
case embracing both mind and matter ; both 
the intellectual mind of man, and that organ 
of the body which is the appointed instru- 
ment to execute its designs. The human 
hand is both the servant and the school- 
master of the soul. It is the servant to 
obey its commands, and to execute all its 
vast designs. But it is also the tutor to 
expand and enlarge the ideas of the soul a 
thousand fold, and is itself the catise and 
origin of millions of those very commands 
which itself obeys. The first part of this 
proposition, that the hand is exquisitely 
constructed to be the servant of the intellec- 
tual mind of man, is very obvious, and can 
be overlooked by none, who reflect for one 
moment upon the subject. If man had no 
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tliedeagns of the imdfecii^in At koc^of 

aD animal, it is eiidcsi i^n ht vxmld loDg 

in Tain for sock in^xmmesns as tbe dmmo- 

mete*, the piiniing-|ires& and At ^^bemMn- 

engine, siq^ioang lum capahie of cnncciiiiig 

sodi ideas. Bm it is ca^ to ^kw that, if 

man haid been exalted viiiKiiit tbat beautify 

instrammt, the hand, he would liave been 

utterir incapable of enr oonowriiig sndi 

ideas. It is not meant heie to assert tbid: 

a bdng endowed with an intdlednal mind 

like man, but destitute of the human band, 

would be incapable of com jHtdimding these 

ideas, supposing they ware suggested to 

him by amotier inteUect^ or that be wt>uld 

be incqnble <tf understanding and admiring 

these beautiful woifcs of art, sopiioainff 

th^ could be derived firom some atker 

mmrce^ and then submitted to his coiitem- 

plation. But the meaning is that, if there 

had been no soch member in this lower 

wcild as the human hand, the dmrnometer 
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the printing-press, and the steam-engine, 
with all the productions of human art, in 
all their endless varieties, would never have 
been made, and that the very ideas of them 
would never have been suggested to the 
human understanding* The mind would 
never have conceived them unless there had 
been some source from which they might 
be at first impregnated. The great Locke 
speaks most truly when he says, that there 
are no such things as innate ideas ; and that 
all ideas are taught to the mind from some 
external source. The first simple ideas are 
impressed upon the mind by the external 
senses ; but the more complex ideas result- 
ing from the arts and sciences, are slowly 
formed step by step, expanding gradually 
from the most rude and barbarous embryos^ 
while the head and the hand are mutually 
indebted to each other, for every stage of 
the expansion. The first crude inventions of 
the human mind (suggested to it by the wants 
of the body,) are crudely and imperfectly 
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executed by the human hand ; but the rea- 
sonable soul contemplating these semi- 
barbarous works, sees their imperfections, 
and contrives still further improvements; 
and when these again are executed by her 
servant, the hand, they suggest to the rea- 
sonable soul still grander and nobler de- 
signs ; and this process goes on for ever in 
one everlasting circle. Thus the intellectual 
soul . of man is continually expanded and 
enlarged, in contemplating the works of the 
human hand; or in using these again as 
instruments in examining the works of 
nature, or manufacturing materials, she 
imbibes countless millions of ideas. But 
the human intellect and the human hand 
are both essentially necessary to this beau- 
tiful process. If either of them had been 
totally wanting in the world, the first bar- 
barous embryo of the rude idea would have 
been cut off from all further improvement, 
and all the miUions of subsequent ideas, with 
all their associations and connexions, would 
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have remained shut oiit from the human 
mind for ever. How many miUions of ideas, 
for instance, are suggested to the human 
mind, by means of the press : or rather, by 
means of the mind and the press acting 
alternately upon each other in one perpetual 
circle ! But where would have been the 
printing-press, and all the knowledge it has 
poured forth upon the world, if it had not 
been for the human hand ? The very same 
question may be asked concerning the art 
of writing, and all the ideas, and all the 
knowledge that letters and manuscripts have 
communicated to mankind before the inven- 
tion of the printing-press. For these are 
but more imperfect works of the human 
hand acting by a more tedious process ; and 
if we compare former ages with the present, 
it will appear that the number, variety, and 
richness of ideas abroad upon the world, 
and wherewith the human mind has been 

• 

stored, have always kept pace with the 
degree of perfection attained by the works 
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of the human hand. History informs us 
in what a rude and barbarous state the most 
enlightened nations once have been, and 
what once was the barrenness and paucity 
of their ideas. Suppose then our savage 
forefathers, the naked Druids in the woods, 
had been created with the hoof of an animal 
instead of the human hand, will any man 
say that such beings would ever have formed 
a nation of mighty and gigantic intellect 
such as Britain now is ? On the contrary, 
such a supposition must carry us far below 
the most barbarous nation upon earth. For 
even our rude forefathers derived the few 
complex ideas they had, from contemplating 
the works of their own hands. They could 
make huts of the boughs of trees, and 
clothing of the skins of beasts, and in killing 
these, or making those, they would require a 
vast variety of ideas, besides the moral ideas 
oi property. But we may go backwards yet 
again to a still earlier stage of this beautiful 
process. Every observing man may see it 
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with his own eyes, without going among 
savage nations for an example. There pro- 
bably is not a creature upon earth so utterly 
destitute of ideas as the new-born offspring 
of man. But let any observer mark it well, 
and notice it, as soon as it begins to make 
use of its hands ; say, from ten months old 
and upwards ; let him mark the earnestness 
with which it seizes, examines, and handles 
things ; let him mark how soon it begins to 
be busy and troublesome with its hands in 
a thousand ways, pulling everything out of 
its place and order, examining, tearing, 
destrojdng ; and here he will behold Adam 
ACQUIRING IDEAS. Its little hauds never 
rest : no, not one moment of its waking 
hours. Young Adam, in his eagerness to 
acquire ideas, often pulls down mischief 
on his own head. Thus in the new-born 
infant and the savage, and in man in every 
stage of culture, the hands mightily increase 
the rapidity and power with which ideas 
are acquired, and thq, intellectual soul ex- 
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pands more and more continually, and mul- 
tiplies her ideas in proportion as the works 
of the human hand increase in number, 
variety, and beauty. But if mankind never 
had members capable of making these things, 
they never would have conceived these ideas : 
and this, not from any defect in the capacity 
for acquiring knowledge, for (to come to 
our conclusion at once) I assert, that if 
such creatures as these had the brain 
so constructed as to have the largest capa^ 
dty for acquiring knowledge that nation 
ever had, their actual knowledge, and the 
scope of their reasoning powers, would have 
scarcely extended beyond those of a cunning 
animal. Thus the hand is the schoolmaster 
of the soul ; expands and enlarges her ideas, 
and is the cause and origin of millions of 
commands from the soul, which the hand 
itself is the servant to obey. There are now 
in this world milUons of ideas and things, 
which, if it had not been for the human 
hand, " eye would Jiave never seen, nor 
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ear heard, neither would they have entered 
into the heart of man to conceive." Here 
is a^ beautiful instance of the Almighty s ever^ 
lasting circles. The cause commands the 
effect, the effect expands the cause, and 
unfolds its energy ; and how far this may 
go, what wonders the hand may further 
execute at the command of the soul, and 
what amazing powers the soul may yet 
develope, what new ideas she may yet acquire 
in contemplating the works of her own 
hands, none but the Creator himself can 
tell. 

The human tongue is another example of 
the same kind. It is the appointed servant 
to give utterance to the ideas of the intellec- 
tual soul. The intellectual mind of man 
both instructs and commands the tongue to 
speak. Pre-existing ideas are the cause and 
origin of the words by which they are ex- 
pressed. But if it be true that ideas are 
the origin of words, it is no less true that 
the utterance of words is the source and 
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parent of countless miUions of ideas. It is 
even triie that a man often receives new 
ideas, suggested to his mind, by the utter- 
ance of his ovm thoughts. But the chief 
' power by which the tongue becomes the 
prolific parent of new ideas, is by enriching 
the mind of one man with the ideas of ano- 
ther. By ruminating upon another man's 
ideas ; by contrasting, and comparing them 
with his own, and thus forming endless new 
combinations, (that lively power, the imagi- 
nation fluttering with fairy wing over the 
whole) a man's mind (especially a reflecting 
mind) is stored with ideas of such richness 
and variety, that the ever-increasing language 
of the tongue is still too lean and meagre 
to express. Thus new words are invented, 
and the tongue is commanded to give utter- 
ance to new-born ideas, of which the tongue 
itself was the cause and origin. How often 
does the contribution of one man's mind by 
means of the tongue strike out a new light, 
and suggest a new train of thought to the 
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mind of another, which again employs the 
tongue in one perpetual circle ! 

It ought here to be mentioned, that the 
press is a tongue by which one individual 
can speak to millions at a time. Thus one 
powerful mind can set millions of minds a 
thinking! The press, too, is a tongue by 
which scattered millions may communicate 
their thoughts to each other. This will give 
to thinking millions combination and unity 
of design and thought, and consolidate a 
new intellect called the Nation's mind; 
and the press will then become the Nation's 
TONGUE. And these two powers will act 
upon each other and expand each other's 
energies in one perpetual circle. And here 
again it is often difficult, if not impossible, 
to say which is the caiLse and which is the 
effect. It is much disputed whether the 
press be the leader^ or the organ of the pub- 
lic mind, whether it be the w,aker^ or the 
" mirror " of the times. The answer is, that 
it is either or both in one perpetual circle. 
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The next example of the Almighty 8 ever- 
lasting circles I shall take from the body 
alone, without any relation to the mind. 

It is well known that the nerves in some 
wonderful manner are the source of all life 
and motion, so that if a nerve be divided, 
or palsied by disease, the member which 
that nerve supplies with vital energy be- 
comes helpless and palsied too, and loses 
all power of motion. Thus, the circulation 
of the blood for instance, (in common with 
all other motion) is owing to the nervous 
energy causing the pulsation of the heart 
and arteries. But the brain itself, the 
source of all this energy, if it be not duly 
nourished by the blood, has no nervous 
energy at all. Therefore the brain and the 
nervous system cause the circulation of the 
blood ; and the blood gives life and energy 
to the nerve. The cause causes the effect, 
and the effect causes the cause, in one 
eternal circle, till man with all his wisdom 
is puzzled to say which is the cause, and 
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which is the effect. A countless multitude 
of similar examples might be found in the 
structure of the body of the Almighty a ever- 
lasting circles. The complete circle described 
by the blood as it returns again and again 
to the heart from whence it came, the diges- 
tive organs and absorbent systems, the sto- 
mach itself, \)[\!d feeder of the whole system, 
and ^'Q father of the family, having its ovm 
coats nourished in its turn, all are examples 
to the point, and generate perpetual mo- 
tion, — that problem which man will never 
solve, the boundary over which he will never 
pass. And all this curious frame-work, these 
bodies so fearfully and wonderfully made, 
seem to contain within themselves the prin- 
ciple of immortahty; at least, nourishing 
themselves, and repairing their own waste, 
by food of their own culture, man can see 
no visible reason why they are not immortal; 
and old age, decay and death, are as mys- 
terious and incomprehensible as life itself. 
And in fact they are pergetijalr'tJfiry it has 

c 
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pleased the Almighty that the perpetuity is 
not vested in the individual, but in the 
species. The spark of life once kindled, 
life's motion once commenced, in the parents, 
is never extinguished, never ceases ; but is 
handed down to the children from generar 
tion to generation ; and the effect reproduces 
a " fac-simile " of its own came for ever ! 
The same is true of the seed of trees and 
vegetables. The present generation of "living 
things " must return to the earth from 
whence they were taken, and their corrupted 
remains will hereafter form the food and 
nourishment, and the very substance too, 
of future generations, in one everlasting 
circle ! And, except by revelation, man 
could discover no reason why this process 
should not go on for ever and for ever. 

The rain of heaven watering the earth, 
and returning to the sea from whence it 
came, is another instance of the Almighty s 
everlasting circles. 

Whence the perpetual motion of that ever- 
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flowing river rolUng on from age to age ; 
while successive generations of the human 
race disport as children on its banks ; attain 
life's appointed period of old age, decay, and 
death ; then return again to that earth of 
whose materials they and their fathers were 
formed, and leave their seed behind them 
to undergo the same process in everlasting 
circles. But the lovely river still rolls on. 
If it were man's contrivance, it would soon 
run dry: or the mightiest engine with which 
he could feed its source, would itself want 
feeding. But not so the Almighty's rivers. 
They are supplied from the salt waters of 
the sea by nature's great distillery ! This 
beautiful process feeds the fountains, springs, 
and rivers. These, having performed their 
appointed task, making the earth to bring 
forth food for men and animals, a^ain 
return to the waters of the ocean ; again 
are raised above the earth, and fall in 
refreshing showers; again form fountains, 
springs, and rivers, which again mingle with 
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the waters of the sea in one perpetual 
circle. 

But the chemical change which takes place 
during this process also illustrates our pre- 
sent doctrine, no less than the mechanism 
by which this mighty circulation is per- 
formed. For it appears that every drop » of 
spring water in the earth thus becomes salt, 
after having served its appointed period. 
And as the Almighty does nothing in vain, 
there is reason to beUeve that if it were not 
for this periodical change of state it would 
at last spoil, and become unfit to perform 
its functions in the field of universal nature. 
Spring water is more beautiful than man's 
imagination could have conceived if he had 
not seen it. It is the life's-blood of uni- 
versal nature, and circulates through all her 
veins, making the earth to smile like a 
garden. Having performed its allotted duty, 
it now requires that change^ which it under- 
goes by mixing with the salt waters of the 
sea. The Almighty sees this change to be 
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needful ; when it is again raised from the 
ocean and becomes nature's arterial fluid. 
For it has now returned to the heart of thiij 
mighty circulation, and the winds of heaven, 
which appear to be nature's lun^Sy arterialise 
it, and bear it on their wings to the sum- 
mits of the mountains, or drop it on the 
plains beneath, again to nourish all animated 
nature, again to contract defilement, and 
again to be distilled jpure and regenerate 
from the waters of the sea, in one everlast- 
ing circle.* 

Let us now take leave of this earth, and 

* Compared with the abundance of the rain from 
heaven, it is but a few drops of water that all the 
power and all the machinery of man could ever 
raise to the altitude of the mountains, or the lofty 
table-lands. But when once it m raised by the 
Almighty, it becomes a mechanical power, ready- 
made to the hand of man, of far greater might and 
energy than any other power upon earth. For this 
water, in its descent into the low country, might 
easily be made to bring up its ovm weight of goods 
and merchandise, very nearly ton for ton. A very 
little stream or rill, or (if there were no stream) a 
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see if we cannot discover among the hea- 
venly bodies traces of the Almighty's ever-^ 
lasting circles. 

What shall we say of the sun, that vast 

very inconsiderable reservoir of water on the brow 
of the table-land, with the smallest aqueduct from 
it to let off the water as required, would, in its 
descent into the low country, do more work than one 
hundred thousand horses; and the largest waggons 
and the heaviest pieces of artillery would come tum- 
bling up the mountain's side, as if they were children s 
toys. Commercial roads, instead of winding in 
tedious defiles among the mountains, making circuits 
of twenty, and even thirty times the direct distance, 
in order to find an ascent, ought to be constructed 
right up the mountain's side, (the steeper the better). 
Then it would be only necessary to pass a chain 
round o. fixed pully at the top, and attach two cisterns 
upon wheels, one to each end of the chain, each 
capable of containing (say) fifteen or twenty tons of 
water. Then, whichever cistern was uppermost, a 
chUd might fill it with water from a little gate not 
bigger than his hand ; and whatever was hooked on 
behind the empty cystem below, the heaviest guns, or 
the largest waggons, would come running up the 
mountain's side, as if the whole concern were ani- 
mated with life. If the descent were too long for a 
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body of fire? But how shall we form a 
conception of the light and heat which it 
pours forth on every side ? Our earth, as 
seen from the sun, (if visible at all,) would 

single chain, it might be broken into several, stages, 
having another fixed pulley, and another chain at. 
each stage ; for the same body of water would do its 
work on every stage down to the very bottom of the 
valley beneath. A very inconsiderable pond holds 
100,000 tons of water, or (still better) if there were 
a little stream, it would do more work than all the 
horses in the state or empire. In many cases only 
the balance between the weight of the imports and 
the exports, would require to be raised by water. Far 
more than the average share of rain falls upon the 
brows of the mountains, so that there are no places 
in the world where streams are more frequently found, 
and where reservoirs could be so easily constructed. 
A single pulley is the very simplest and cheapest of 
all machinery. And lastly, the shortness of the 
direct road, (say) one mile, instead of constructing 
a road fifteen or twenty, would more than compensate 
the expense of the first construction. 

I have known a coi-ps of artillery encamped for 
weelcs on a moimtain's side, labouring to accomplish 
a task which a child, by letting down a little water, 
would do for them in a quarter of an hour. 
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be the smallest speck that the eye can be- 
hold. Suppose then a hollow sphere as 
large as the diameter of the earth's orbit. 
And suppose as many millions of millions 
of worlds as would complete the shell of this 
sphere, of which the sun itself is in the 
centre ; and then remember that every one 
of these would receive as much light and 
heat as our earth now receives ; and we may 
form some faint conception of that flood of 
light and heat which the sun pours forth on 
every side. But how is it that this stupen- 
dous fire does not hum out? We can 
conceive no fire that shall not at last exhaust 
itself by consuming its own materials. But 
here comes into play the doctrine of the 
Almighty's everlasting circles. We cannot 
indeed assert it, but the whole analogy of 
universal nature which I have hitherto traced, 
renders it more than probable that, within 
the substance of that vast body the sun, a 
process is going on which is the exact reverse 
of what is taking place at the surface, and 
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that (if I may be permitted to coin such a 
word to suit my purpose) its materials are 
burnt and unhurnt in one everlasting circle. 

And last of all, as the spheres revolve in 
their orbits they trace out huge diagrams of 
the Almighty 8 everlasting circles. 

Before we take leave of the natural world 
and enter upon the field of moralSy I pro- 
mised to show that the same doctrine of the 
Almighty's everlasting circles, (the cause 
aggravating the effect, and the effect the 
cause) holds good in the various states of 
health and disease. It is well known that 
the symptoms of a disease often extremely 
aggravate the disease from whence they 
sprung. Sometimes they become more im- 
portant than the disease itself, and some- 
times they act and re-act upon each other in 
so curious and complex a manner, that the 
physician finds it hard to say which is the 
symptom, and which is the original disease. 

To this class may be referred those habits, 
either of mind or body, which appear to be 
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the effect of certain states of the constitu-. 
tion as their cause. Thus a tendency to 
grossness and obesity in very young persons, 
being unnatural to youth, may be fairly set 
down as a species of disease. Even the 
smallest degree of it during the active years 
of youth, may be almost termed incipient 
disease. Now it is well known that in pro- 
portion as this temperament exists in youth, 
it induces indisposition to exertion, and a 
dislike of that activity which is the life and 
joy of early youth. But here, too, the effect 
aggravates its came. For the sedentary and 
indolent habits, which are the effect and 
consequence of this temperament, themselves 
become the cause of that torpor and inac- 
tivity in the absorbent system which con- 
tinually increases the weight and grossness 
of the body. And this again produces a still 
further unwillingness in the unfortunate 
subject to run, and race, and sport with his 
young companions, so that his constitution 
and his daily habits now act alternately upon 
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each other in a continual circle, which is 
growing worse from day to day. 

We now come to a branch of this subject, 
which is by far the most important of all, 
as furnishing lessons of practical instruction 
in which our duty and happiness are most 
intimately concerned. For the universal 
law we are now considering, of the eflFect 
increasing for ever the energy of its own 
cause, holds true in the department of mind^ 
and in the whole range of morals. And 
surely nothing can be more important to our 
happiness than so to discipline the mind and 
regulate the conduct, as to get into a system 
of ever-increasing good ; and nothing can be 
conceived more horrible, than to be involved 
in a system of ever-increasing evil. 

The first instance we shall produce, is in 
the effect of faith upon a man's life and 
conversation ; and the effect which a man's 
life and conversation will produce upon his 
faith. Faith is represented in Scripture as 
that living principle which unites the sinner 
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to Christ, works by love, overcomes the 
v^^orld, and brings forth all the fruit of holy 
obedience in the life. And it is in jpropor- 
Hon to the greatness of real faith that these 
eflTects are produced. It is in proportion as 
a man really. beUeves the truths of Scripture, 
lays hold of its promises, and fears its 
threatenings, that this belief will produce its 
eflfects upon his life and conversation, in all 
holy obedience. But these very effects^ if 
they be the genuine fruit of faith, wiD 
powerfully increase, nourish, and invigorate 
that holy principle from whence they spring : 
for a watchful obedience to the commands 
of the gospel tends exceedingly to increase 
a man's faith and love. " He that vrill do 
the will of my Father, shall know of the 
doctrine." 

On the other hand, whence comes sin, but 
from an evil heart of unbelief ? It is be- 
cause men do not really beUeve the truths of 
the gospel that they live in sin. Sin is the 
natural fruit of unbelief. But if unbelief 
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produces sin, it is no less certain that sin 
will produce unbelief. For St. Paul takes 
the other end of this connexion and speaks 
of some who having first put away a good 
conscience concerning faith have made ship- 
wreck. Nothing will so surely lead a man 
to unbelief in the truths of God's word as 
such a life as will lead him to wish those 
truths untrue. 

Again, a hardened conscience emboldens 
a man to sin, while every act of sin more 
and more sears and hardens the conscience ; 
and these tend in their own nature to aggra- 
vate each other, and to go on for ever ; the 
eflfect increasing the cause, and the cause 
increasing the eflFect. Nor does there appear 
any limit to this process in the nature of sin 
itself, set free from the restraints of provi- 
dence and grace. So that sin in eternity 
would seem to have a selfrcreating energy 
and an ever-growing power to increase for 
ever. 

On the other hand, the same principle we 
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are considering holds good with respect to 
a tender conscience. A tender conscience ren- 
ders a man watchful of his steps and fearful 
to oflFend, and causes him to dread sin. But, 
on the other hand, every whisper of the con- 
science, instantly listened to, and faithfully 
obeyed, makes the conscience still more ten- 
der, and makes her voice more and more a 
faithful monitor. In this way the tenderness 
of a man's conscience, and the high and holy 
standard of excellence that his conscience 
will demand of him, will outstrip his actual 
attainments, and leave them far behind. 
His conscience will become daily more and 
more tender, the more it be obeyed ; till at 
last it will shrink, like the sensitive plant, 
at the least touch of defilement, or the least 
approach of evil. The world in general have 
no conception of the range through which 
the human conscience is capable of extend- 
ing. Comparing the conscience of mankind 
to a graduated scale, they do indeed know 
something of the lower end of the scale, for 
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they see the depths of degradation to which 
the conscience of individuals is capable of 
sinking, and how hard and seared it may 
become; but they know nothing of the 
upper end of the scale, the height of heavenly 
hoUness, the exquisite tenderness that it is 
capable of attaining. Hence the fair every- 
day characters of the world conceive them- 
selves to be somewhere near the top of this 
scale, but they are grievously mistaken : they 
are not even so high as the middle of it. 
For it is a fact that some eminent Christians, 
by watching, praying, and striving to be 
holy as God is holy, by trying in good 
earnest to do the will of their Father as the 
angels do it in heaven, have at last attained 
a tenderness of conscience as far above that 
of the fair every-day characters of the world, 
as theirs is above that of the felon or the 
murderer. But such a Christian's actual 
attainments^ thoiigh far higher than those of 
the world in general, axe by no means 
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higher in the same proportion. Hence it is, 
that if we could put our hand upon the man 
who has attained a greater degree of holiness 
in the heart, and excellence in the life, than 
any other man in the whole world, we should 
find this is precisely the man who most 
deeply feels, and most bitterly laments, his 
immense distance from his otvn standard. 
For if he " could do what he wovld^ he 
would indeed attain angelic holiness. But 
such a man never can even approach his own 
standard ; for the further he advances, the 
further it recedes before him. His standard, 
indeed, is the holiness of Christ, but as, in 
following after it, he becomes more and more 
sensible what that holiness is, his conscience 
becomes so ewquisitely tender, that, while he 
daily draws nearer to the mark, he is daily 
more and more sensible of the distance that 
remains. 

Here is a mighty instance of the effect 
aggravating its own cause — a tender con- 
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science producing a holy life, and a holy life 
making the conscience ten thousandfold more 
tender. 

May I be permitted here to pause and 
observe, that the view now before us will 
explain how it is, that to talk to such a man 
as this about being justified by his good 
works, will seem to him as little less than 
the ravings of insanity. He wants no dis- 
quisitions and laboured arguments about 
faith and works to settle this point. For 
although his good works were better and 
holier than those of any other man in the 
world, yet, when brought to the test of 
his own still higher and holier standard, 
they seem to him to be execrable pollution 
and defilement, and to have contracted a 
hideous stain, which nothing but the blood 
of Christ can wash away. This will explain 
why St. Paul seemed to himself to be the 
chief of sinners ; and he, who was perhaps 
the holiest and most laborious of all the 
apostles, desired most of all to renounce his 

D 
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own righteousness and to be justified by 
faith in Christ. 

**-4n important digression from the main subject.'* 

The reverse of the picture we have just 
drawn, of a tender conscience and a right 
belief resulting from a holy life, or rather 
being both the came and the effect of a holy 
life in one perpetual circle ; the reverse of 
this picture, I say, will explain to us the 
ffuilt of having an ignorant and misinformed 
conscience, or (to speak more generally) the 
guilt of having formed wrong opinions on 
any important points of religion or morals, 
which it is the duty and happiness of all 
men to know and understand. Reader, it 
is well worth our while to digress a little 
from our main subject to consider this point, 
because much delusion and fallacy prevails 
upon it, bearing the sanction of very high 
names ; and the parade of much false philo- 
sophy has been employed to defend a griev- 
ous error connected with it. It is a favourite 
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theory with many who set up for phUoso- 
phers in the present day, that no man can 
help his behef or his opinions, inasmuch as 
they are not under the control of the will ; 
that there is therefore no guilt in a man^s 
holding wrong opmions, provided he dn^ 
c^^^ entertains them ; that therefore, right 
or wrong, belief or opinions are not proper 
subjects of reward or punishment. 

Now, reader, I beg your patient and can- 
did attention, while I prove to you, in oppo- 
sition to these assertions, — 

Ist.^ That a man's belief and opinions on 
points of reUgion, morals, and duty, are 
under the control of his will, in such a way, 
and by the use of such means as render him 
responsible for them, and that he can help 
his opinions. 

2nd. That therefore a wrong belief in 
reUgion, or a wrong opinion in morals, is 
sinful ; and that this doctrine of sincerity , 
in the sense here used, is nonsense. 

3rd. That therefore a man's belief and 
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opinions are a proper subject of reward and 
punishment. 

Before we proceed to our proof, we may 
observe, that Scripture stands committed on 
this point. No one can open the word of God, 
and read it, even with common attention, 
without perceiving that the most encouraging 
and engaging promises are everjrwhere held 
out to faith ; while on the other hand the most 
awful threatenings are denounced against 
unbelief. And it is a principle evidently 
assumed throughout the Scriptures, that 
belief and unbelief, knowledge and igno- 
rance, moral light and darkness, are proper 
subjects of reward and punishment. Now, 
in opposition to this principle, several modem 
writers of great talent have argued in this 
manner. "How can this be just? My 
belief is not optional. It does not in any 
case, or in any subject, depend upon my 
win. It is the decision of my judgment 
upon the evidence before me, and is the 
result of that evidence. It is utterly out of 
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my power to say I will believe or disbelieve 
anything, even facts and propositions relat- 
ing to worldly matters, much less can I 
choose whether I will beheve or disbelieve 
matters of Revelation, I say then, that my 
beHef on the contrary is in no degree the 
eflFect of my will, and therefore is not in its 
nature a proper subject for reward or punish- 
ment. And since my opinions are not the 
result of choice but of evidence, I contend 
that there is no guilt whatever in my opin- 
ions and belief whatever they may be, pro- 
vided I sincerely entertain them." 

Now this plausible reasoning would be 
all very true, if man were a being consisting 
solely of intellect, and if there were really 
nothing but reason sitting in cool, deliberate 
judgment upon the evidence before her. 
But the misfortune of this theory is, that it 
leaves out the heart, which is by far the 
most important, the grand constituent part 
of man. Indeed, this theory is true enough 
in mere abstract questions of natural philo- 
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sophy, in which the heart has no concern, 
which involve no practical consequences 
upon believing them, which point to no 
painful duty to be done, no besetting and 
favourite sin to be overcome; in short, 
no self-denial of any kind. But in moral 
questions where all these are involved, the 
heart, and the affections, and the passions, 
have far more influence than the reason and 
the judgment, not only in determining a 
man's actions, but also in forming his opin- 
ions and belief. For this reason it is that 
the Scriptures refer unbelief to an evil heart : 
" Take heed lest there be in any of you an 
evil heart of unbelief in departing from the 
living God." And is there no sin in an evil 
heart? Is there no sin in indulging the 
passions till they so bUnd and hood-wink 
reason, that she becomes unable to form a 
sound and sober judgment upon the evidence 
before her ? Is there no sin in having de- 
bauched and corrupted the heart, till the 
passions are all enlisted on the side of 
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evil, so that when reason tries to form a 
judgment they clamour for an evil and de- 
ceitful sentence ? Is there no sin in having 
contracted such a love of sensual pleasure, 
that reason cannot seriously entertain a pro- 
position showing the necessity of self-denial? 
Is there no sin in having the heart so 
thoroughly worldly, so utterly alien from 
God and heaven, that the judgment is un- 
able to balance the value of his love and 
favour, the importance of the soul and eter- 
nity, in anything like a rational scale, so 
that when reason comes to decide upon 
these her conclusions are most perverse and 
absurd ? 

But it may be proper here to explain 
more particularly and definitely how it is 
that the heart and the passions bewilder the 
judgment. When a man sets himself to 
inquire into the nature and evidences of the 
gospel, and the true state of his own heart 
respecting it, or indeed into any moral pro- 
position involving self ^ indulgence or self- 



40 THE almighty's 

denial, a vast variety of thoughts and reasons 
will present themselves to his mind on both 
sides, some for good, and some for evil, some 
tending to lead, and some to mislead him. 
Now as these cannot all be present to the 
mind at once, but can only be entertained 
by the mind one at a time, a corrupt heart 
and inflamed passions make reason an unjust 
judge, by fixing the attention almost exclu- 
sively upon those views and arguments which 
tend to their own indulgence, and keeping 
the opposite views and arguments out of 
sight, or at least hurrying the mind away 
from them, and thus blinding the reason, 
and stifling the still small voice of conscience. 
It is well known how any soul-absorbing 
passion disables the mind from attending to 
anything else. And will any man say that 
there is no sin in all this ? Or will he ven- 
ture to assert that the opinions and deci- 
sions which a man forms in this way are 
the honest decisions of the judgment ? So 
much for the innocence of wrong opinions 
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and belief, of which our objectors are so con- 
fident ! 

But, further, it is easy to prove that the 
assertion that a man's opinions and belief 
are in no degree under the control of the 
will, is a false proposition. It is easy to 
show that a man ha% the power of control- 
ling and modifying his behef on questions of 
religion, and morals, and duty, and that, too, 
by adopting a course so honest and upright, 
as shall carry with it irresistible conviction 
to the man's own bosom that he is not de- 
ceiving himself. A part of our objector's 
assertion is perfectly true, namely, " that 
belief is not the result of one solitary effort 
of the mil.'' No man can sit down on a 
given day, and say, " I am determined 1 
will believe such a proposition in morals, or 
such a truth in God's word." But it does 
not therefore follow that a man possesses no 
means whatever of controlling his belief, and 
that it depends merely and solely upon the 
evidence presented to his mind. It depends 
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also upon the state of the heart and affec- 
tions. And this state of the heart and 
affections depends upon the course of habit 
and conduct which he has uniformly pursued 
through life, and which it has been within 
his power to discipline. A life of self-in- 
dulgence on the one hand, or a Ufe of self- 
denial on the other, will make all the differ- 
ence in the world in a man's views of the 
same moral evidence. A man may, by God's 
blessing on his prayers and honest endea- 
vours, by self-denial, by mortifying the 
fleshly lusts, by keeping the body under, 
give the soul as it were the ascendancy, 
and spiritualise the mind, so that it shaU for 
the most part be holy, heavenly, and spiri- 
tual in all its actings, and not the mere 
slave of the passions. Thus opinion and 
belief are the result of a aeries of voluntary 
actionSy though not the result of one solitary 
effort of the will. And for these actions, 
and their effect upon the purity and strength 
of the reasoning powers of the soul, man is 
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answerable to his Maker. But here let me 
not be misunderstood. I do not mean to 
say that man, by any course of conduct, can 
give himself hving faith, that faith which 
" worketh by love and overcometh the 
world/' Such faith as this, God alone can 
give. But I mean, that the result of this 
conduct will prove, that simple conviction 
of the truth is indirectly under the influ- 
ence of the willy and not the naked result of 
evidence. Nor is this all : the man has now 
entered upon one of those circles of whose 
celestial 2l1c faith itself iorms a part. He 
is now " waiting upon God," and God wiQ 
not suffer him to come to a false conclusion 
upon any matter, which it is of real import- 
ance that he should understand; and he 
will soon carry him forward to that faith 
which enables a man to love and to obey as 
well as to understand. 

On the other hand, a man may pursue a 
conduct which is the very reverse of all this. 
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By sensual self-indulgence, or by intellectual 
self-idolatry, he may so sear the conscience, 
harden the heart, and stupify the under- 
standing, that he is utterly unable to come 
to any conclusion which does not either 
flatter his pride^ or gratify his sensual pas- 
sions. And may a man corrupt the powers 
of the soul to any degree, so as to deprive 
himself of all power of judging soberly, and 
yet remain innocent in the opinion he last 
forms, provided only he be sincere in his 
belief? If we say that nothing more is 
necessary than sincerity, taken in this sense, 
to make a man innocent in his opinions, 
whatever they may be, we do, in fact, assert 
that, " be a man's opinions ever so absurd 
and preposterous, ever so mischievous and 
hurtful to mankind, ever so contrary to 
right reason and right morals, we are ne- 
vertheless bound to conclude that these opi- 
nions are as much the result of fair, candid, 
and impartial examination, as if they were 
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agreeable to all that is good, and right, and 
virtuous."* For, by the supposition, he 
sincerely entertains them ; and this, accord- 
ing to this theory, is all that is necessary to 
make the entertainment of them innocent. 
And as for the fact that the said opinions 
are contrary to all right reason and right 
morals, for this the man has the notable 
plea of ignorance. Our Lord said to his 
disciples, " The time cometh, when whoso- 
ever killeth you will think that he doeth 
God service." By this rule it is quite suflS- 
cient that he thinks so. The persecutors 
of the primitive Christians bound children 
and tender virgins to the stake, and burnt 
with fire mothers of children yet unborn. 
But for these monsters we have the com- 
pendious apology, that they thought that 
they were right. But religious persecutions 

* The Author does not feel quite certam whether 
this sentiment is his ot(?n, or whether he may not 
possibly be writing from recollection of some author 
he has read. 
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are not the only diflSculties the case presents. 
In feudal straggles for power, wars for glory, 
nay, under the staid and sober plea of pre- 
serving social order and obedience to the 
laws, acts of murder, robbery, and blood- 
shed, have been perpetrated, and the per- 
petrators have been so convinced that they 
were right, that they would have been per- 
fectly astonished if you had suggested the 
possibility that they might be wrong. Here, 
then, is a ready apology for all the crime 
that has been sincerely committed in the 
world. For once admit the principle, and 
you cannot stop. It is impossible to draw 
the line. You cannot judge of a man's 
sincerity. If indeed you judge of a man's 
sincerity by the tendency of his opinions, 
and the moral quahty of his actions, as you 
would judge of a tree by its fruit, — and as 
common sense as well as Scripture requires 
us to judge of everything; then, indeed, 
you admit all that I am contending for, 
namely, that such a sincerity of opinion as 
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produces immoral actions is a wicked sin- 
cerity, and the ignorance from which it 
proceeds is a wicked ignorance. Indeed, 
ignorance on questions of religion, morals, 
and duty, are always more or less wicked. 
It is not meant to assert that ignorance in 
all cases is equally wicked : God alone is the 
Judge what means of better information 
have been neglected and abused, what 
talents have been thrown away. But igno- 
rance, though not equally so, is, in all cases, 
sinful ; for there is not a man upon earth 
that might not have known more of pure 
religion and sound morals, more of his duty 

to Grod and man and to himself, than he 
actually does know, if he had made the best 
use in his power of the means of information 
Providence had placed within his reach. 
And I may here add, that there is not a 
man upon earth who lives up to what he 
does know, and walks in all respects agree- 
ably to his own rule. So that, what with 
the sin of having so little knowledge, and 
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the equally heinous sin of not walking ac- 
cording to the little that we have, it is but 
a poor account that we could render to the 
Almighty if he were to enter into judgment 
with us. 

A great deal of nonsense has been talked 
in this world about sincerity, and a man's 
being sincere in his opinions. But it often 
happens that the speakers know not what 
they mean by sincerity. With them, if you 
inquire after it, it proves to be a nonentity, 
a loose indefinite shadow, which it is impos- 
sible to grasp. Christian sincerity is, indeed, 
a noble, a magnificent idea. Christian sin- 
cerity means an earnest desire to know the 
will of God, a humble and a trembling fear 
lest it should be mistaken. The sincerity 
of a true Christian is the anxious longing of 
a duteous and affectionate child to learn his 
heavenly Father's will in all things, in order 
that he may please him in all obedience. 
It is a hungering and thirsting after con- 
formity to the will of God. The habitual 
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posture of the sincere soul, is that of a crea- 
ture saying to its Creator, Here I am, Lord; 
Lord, what wilt thou have me to do ? This 
is the Christian's idea of sincerity. I do 
not mean to say that this is the state he 
always can attain* Alas ! no, for " the flesh 
lustelh against the spirit, and the spirit 
against the flesh, so that he cannot do the 
things that he would." But this is his notion 
of sincerity, and this is the state he endea- 
vours to attain. 

But sincerity with the world too often 
means careless ignorance, or wilful ignor- 
ance, of the will of God, through pride or 
the love of sin. It may be very convenient 
for a servant, when, from some sinister mo- 
tive of his own, he is predetermined not to 
obey his master's will, to take care not to 
know it, and then to plead ignorance as an 
excuse, and to call it sincerity. But this 
excuse will not pass off with man, much less 
will it satisfy Him " to whom all hearts are 
open, all desires known, and from whom 

E. 
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no secrets are hid." It is strange that men 
are sensible of the fallacy in worldly con- 
cerns, and that they will not admit it for a 
moment ; and yet they can build upon it 
an excuse, and a security that satisfies their 
consciences in the far more momentous con- 
cerns of Eternity. Men will not take the 
excuse, and yet they think that it is good 
enough for God. 

It is plain, then, that the plea of sincerity 
is vain, since unbelief, or indeed wrong 
views of religion and morals, do not proceed 
from an innocent mistake in the head, but 
from a proud, perverse, careless, obstinate, 
wicked, and corrupt state of the heart. 
" Well spake the Holy Ghost by Esaias the 
prophet unto our fathers, saying. Go unto 
this people, and say. Hearing ye shaU hear, 
and shall not understand ; and seeing ye 
shall see, and not perceive : for the heart of 
this people is waxed gross, and their ears 
are dull of hearing, and their eyes have 
they closed ; lest they should see with their 
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eyes, and hear with thdr ears, and under- 
stand with their hearty and should be con- 
verted, and I should heal them.'* 

1st. That a man's belief and opinions on 
points of religion, morals, and duty are 
under the control of his will, in such a way 
and by the use of such means as render hin^ 
responsible for them, and that he can help 
his opinions. 

But I do not here assert that a wrong 
belief is a proper thing for man to punish. 
That is quite another affair : it is only as- 
serted it is sinful^ and that it is just in God 
to punish it. Lord Brougham, who has 
undoubtedly in many things an exceedingly 
powerful mind, has written somewhere a 
sentiment to this effect, — " It is to be hoped 
that the days are gone by when punishments 
or disabilities of any kind shall be laid upon 
men on account of their opinions and belief, 
which they can no more help than the colour 
of their skin.'' 

In this sentiment there is a mixture of 
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truth and error. It is indeed very much to 
be doubted whether it is wise, or expedient, 
or even right, for human laws to punish or 
disqualify a man for holding a wroxig beUef, 
or wrong opinions, or even for publishing 
them. For, 1st, It is not a likely way to 
convince him, or tQ do him any good. — 2d. 
It is not a likely Way to suppress his opinions. 
Such is the nature of man, that persecution 
on account of opinions, or even the appear- 
ance of it, is far more likely to spread than 
to suppress them; therefore it will do no 
good to others. And lastly, once justify 
the principle of putting down opinions by 
the civil sword, and you sanction a power 
which is liable to be abused to the very 
worst purposes. Indeed, force is more likely 
to be employed in putting down sound ar- 
guments and sound reason, because they 
cannot be answered in any other manner. 
Besides, the proper instrument to correct 
the mischief of the press, is the press. And 
it is very hard if truth and reason, fairly and 
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clearly stated^ are not able single-handed to 
combat falsehood and error, without the 
assistance of the civil sword. 

In the first part of Lord Brougham's sen- 
timents, then, I agree ; but the second part 
is all error and delusion; and the man, though 
a great man on many points, is here utterly 
in the dark, and knows not what he says, or 
whereof he affirms. It is utterly a mistake 
to assert that a man can no more help his 
opmions, and has no more power to change 
them than the Ethiopian the colour of his 
skin. I do not assert that he has an extem- 
pore power to shake off wrong opinions or 
belief by a single effort of the will. But, in 
the path of honesty ^ humiUty, real sincerity, 
a willingness to mortify pride and to deny 
the appetite, in patience, perseverance, and 
prayer, wrong opinions may be abandoned, 
and right opinions may be found. As for 
the helplessness above asserted, however great 
it may be, the man has brought it upon him-^ 
telf: he has got into one of those circles of 
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evil (for all error is evil) which tend to in- 
crease for ever ; he has blinded his eyes that 
he cannot see^ and hardened his heart so 
that he cannot feel, and, from the very na- 
ture of the circle, they tend to become 
blinder and more blind ; harder and more 
hard. Loving darkness rather than light, 
and sensual appetite, or self-idolatry, rather 
than self-denial, he has given himself over to 
a strong delusion to believe a lie, so that he 
cannot deliver his soul, nor say, " Is there 
not a lie in my right hand ? *' But the can* 
not here spoken of is not a physical impos* 
sibility, but a moral inability; an inability 
to love the light because he hates it. This 
is a mched inabiUty, and is itself the very 
emphasis of his guilt; the very core and es. 
sence of his sin. But if he cannot enlighten 
his poor darkened mind by an effort of the 
will, let him begin with what he can do ; let 
him practise stem and stalwart self-denial. 
Let him suspect beforehand all those conclu- 
sions that tend to pamper pride, or to gra- 
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tify the appetite, and, by the blessing of 
God on his prayers, and really sincere en- 
deavours, he may get out of this circle of 
darkness and delusion into another circle, 
whose heavenly arc is irradiated by the Ught 
of pure and undejiled religion, and by the . 
true Ught of conscience and of reason ; so 
that he may " Bee mth his eyes and believe 
with his hearty and be converted and be 
healed ! " 

End of the digression, 

I have considered the doctrine of the Al- 
mighty s everlasting circles in reference to 
fjEiith, conscience, belief, and that decision of 
the judgment which forms our opinions. I 
shall now take up the subject more generally, 
and prove that the same doctrine holds with 
respect to every passion and affection of the 
soul that can be named. 

Every affection and passion of the soul, 
whether good or evil, has a tendency to vent 
itself in the corresponding and appropriate 
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action of the body ; and, on the other liand, 
every such action of the body strengthens 
and aggravates, and even generates, the 
passion from whence it sprung. Thus the 
effect becomes the parent of its cause. And 
when once the circle is begun^ it is not easy 
to assign limits to the power it will acquire 
over the soul: for every repetition of the 
action more and more inflames its parent 
passion ; and the passion thus inflamed 
more readily rushes into action, till the cap- 
tive soul is hurried round in a vortex which 
at last she has now no power to resist. To 
illustrate this subject by all the examples 
furnished by the moral constitution of man^ 
would form a theme almost inexhaustible : 
it can only be slightly touched upon. 

It is well known that the passion of Anger, 
for instance, tends to vent itself in loud and 
angry words and gestures. It is equally 
well known that, whenever the courtesies of 
society, or the fear of consequences, or any 
sufficient motive> compels a man to suppress 
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the angry word or action, the rising passion 
is easUy smothered in its birth, and in a few 
seconds leaves the man in calm self-posses* 
sion. But, on the other hand^ most men 
know, for most men have felt it, that the 
moment the angry word is uttered, that 
moment the blood boils, the passion is seven- 
fold inflamed, while the cheek is snfiused 
with crimson, or deadly pale, according to 
the constitution of the individual. By fre- 
quent repetition this violence of temper will 
at last, in a fearful degree, acquire the mas- 
tery ; for every time the angry passion vents 
itself in the angry word, the angry word 
more and more inflames the passion from 
whence it sprung; and the passion, thus 
inflamed, becoming still more impatient of 
restraint, rushes into more impetuous action, 
till it acquires a habit of indulgence, and 
the parent and the progeny generate and 
regenerate each other in one perpetual 
circle. 

This accounts for those sallies of temper 
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to which many persons give way, under csir- 
cumstances in which the above-mentioned 
restraints are not present to impose a timely 
check upon their indulgence. This will ex- 
plain why the possession of uncontrolled 
authority^ though sometimes necessary, is 
always very dangerous and corrupting to 
the heart of its possessor* Many a man of 
sufficient equanimity to carry him through 
ordinary circumstances, has suffered great 
injury in his heart and temper by the mis- 
fortune of possessing power over others, and 
being surrounded by those who trembled at 
his word. In this way we may understand 
how the system of slavery must fearfully 
deprave and corrupt the heart and morals 
of the citizens, in any state where that system 
prevails. If we consider the temptation to 
sudden acts of cruelty, and that every act of 
cruelty makes the soul more cruel, we must 
see that such a system is likely to breed 
thousands of human monsters among men 
who would otherwise have been no worse 
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than ordinary citizens. Thus the bully at 
school, who afterwards becomes the holder 
of slaves, is not unlikely to end his life upon 
the gallows. 

It is well worth our while to stop here 
and to observe, that this part of our subject 
suggests a certain and a perfect cure to 
every person who is afflicted with a hasty or 
violent temper, if he sincerely desires it. It 
is no uncommon thing for the father of a 
family, or one holding authority over others, 
to make his children or dependants miserable 
by the violence of his temper, and then to 
plead that it is his infirmity, and that he 
cannot help it But he can help it ; and if 
he will listen to me in sincerity^ and as an 
honest man, I will show him how he can 
help it. Whenever he feels the angry 
passion or the hasty temper arise, he must 
instantly crucify it. Does he ask how he is 
to crucify it ? The answer is to be found 
in the principle here laid down. Whenever 
the angry feeling kindles in his soul he 
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must refrain from giving it vent externally] 
either in word or deed. And in order that 
he may be enabled to refrain, he must 
immeditety begin spedd^g wo* „d per. 
forming actions of a directly cfpposite nature 
and tendency. By a vigorous effort of the 
willy he miist instantly get into a circle of 
another kind; he must act a contrary part; 
and whatever he may feel^ he must reso- 
lutely command the tongue to speak in the 
mildest^ gentlest, kindest language that he 
can find words to utter. For although the 
feelings of the soul are not under the control 
of the will, the corresponding actions of the 
body and the utterance of the tongue most 
certainly are. Whenever, therefore, he feels 
angry or impatient, then especially is the 
time when he must resolutely determine to 
be more mild, and gentle, and kind in his 
exterior deportment than at any other time. 
And if the occasion be such that he feels it 
his duty to reprove or rebuke, he must defer 
it to a time when he is not angiy to perform 
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this duty. For, by his own confession, this 
impatient temper is his infinnity, his be- 
setting sin ; therefore it is his duty on these 
occasions strenuously to oppose it. It is his 
duty resolutely to close that lip that would 
speak the angry word, and to suflTocate the 
rising passion in its birth ; and to speak 
and act then, more than at all other times, 
directly contrary to its dictates. This is 
what St. Paul means by "crucifying the 
flesh with its affections and lusts." This is 
what the Gospel requires of him, no less 
than the rationale of our present argument. 
But here, perhaps, the man will pretend to 
say, that to stifle the rising passion, and to 
assume a gentle exterior, is too hard a task 
for him, and more than he can perform. 
This is not true^ for it is no more than he 
can and does perform every day of his life, 
whenever he has a sufficient motive. For, 
in the full burst of his angry passion, when 
the storm is at its height, only let a stranger 
come in whose good opinion he desires to 
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maintain^ or a patron whom he respects and 
fears, — and in an instant all is calm and 
smiles ! Now, if he will only do the same 
thing by a resolute effort of the will, and 
from a sense of duty to God and to himself, 
which he does through the fear of man, he 
'will break the neck of the evil habit, he wiD 
crucify the sinful passion, and will obtain 
the victory as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. 
And lastly; this is by far the easiest 
course which is here recommended. For it 
is ten thousand times easier to break the 
neck of an evil habit, — ^to stifle and crucify a 
rising lust, by stirring up all the powers of 
the soul to act in the very teeth of its sug- 
gestions — than it is to dally and parley with 
it, and yet not to be overcome. But the plan 
here recommended, if resolutely persisted in, 
will succeed. Nor is this all ; — ^the gentle 
exterior, the kind voice and manner, though 
at first only acted^ will, by the law of the 
everlasting circles, become a part of the 
man's nature ; they will generate the feelings 
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which at first they only imitated. Hence 
the great poet of nature said, — 

"Assume a virtue, if you have it not, 

* * * * 

For use can almost change the stamp of nature. 
And either curb the devil or throw him out 
With wondrous potency." 

To assume a virtue for the purpose of 
deceiving others, is vile hypocrisy. But to 
strive to imitate any virtue for the purpose 
of delivering the soul from the tyranny of 
the opposite vice, is the only path which 
God will account sincerity, and the only 
conduct which he wiU bless with the in- 
fluence of his heaUng power, as being the 
only evidence that we really desire that our 
infirmity may be healed. 

But, above all, I have now to mention 
a mode of applying these principles which 
toiU succeed when all others fail. It is by 
having recourse to the grace of God and * 
prayer, especially ejacdatory prayer at the 
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moment of the temptation. For what is the 
principle we have here laid down ? It is to 
suppress the angry feeUng by calling to our 
mdi feelings of another hind. Now — " God 
be merciful to me a sinner," said from the 
heart, will in a moment suppress every angry 
feeling, and wiU indeed call in feeUngs of 
another kind. If when the angry passion 
rises, the soul be instantly lifted up to God 
in ejaculatory prayer, this will act with 
irresistible power, and will smother the 
sinful feeling in its birth. For here is a 
double act of prayer and practical obedience 
at the same moment of time. Our prayer 
is proved to be sincere by a sincere effort of 
self-denial in the very act of utterance ; and 
none but God need know what is passing in 
the heart ; for no words are needful. And 
oh ! what a beautiful change in the soul is 
thus wrought in a moment : from a state of 
anger against a fellow creature, to a state of 
deep humiliation before God! Moreover, 
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the cure is certain, for the moment the 
heavenly feeling arises in the soul every 
earthly feeling will die away. 

This is the powerful secret of ejaculatory 
prayer at the moment of temptation ; — It in 
an instant snatches the soul out of a circle 
of all. that is evil, into a circle of all that is 
holy and heavenly ; — It includes an honest 
eflFort of sincere obedience in the very act of 
prayer ; whereas a man may say his accus- 
tomed prayers morning and evening without 
one sincere effort against his besetting sin 
in the hour of temptation. But surely if a 
man prays without strenuously and reso- 
lutely using the means here laid down^ and 
which are the only means at all to the purpose, 
his prayers will be accounted hypocrisy and 
mockery by Him who searcheth the heart, 
and God will not own them. But it is time 
to return more immediately to our subject. 

Hatred, which is a passion different from 
the former, causes a man to brood over the 
occasions of his enmity, and continually to 
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think of his enemy in connexion with these 
associations. But, on the other hand, every 
indulgence of such meditation inflames the 
enmity more and more, till, at last, the soul 
is hurried on to actions at which nature 
shudders, and which the man himself would 
once have conceived utterly impossible. 

The same may be said of lust, which seeks 
its impure gratification, while every such 
gratification exceedingly inflames the sinful 
passion from whence it sprung. 

Drunkenness is a horrible illustration 
of the principle we are now considering^ 
Drunkenness is both a disease of the body 
and a sin of the soul, and it produces effects 
both upon the body and the soul, which 
aggravate more and more the catises from 
whence they sprung. The wretched drunk- 
ard after a debauch feels a sinking of the 
soul, and a prostration of all the bodily 
powers, which are perfect misery, and which 
drive him to seek relief in the very thing 
which is the cause of all this misery. The 
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reUef afforded is transient, and the remedy 
.g^ appear in its true ch.rs*r « the 
fatal cause, and again produces its horrible 
effects in increased intensity. This process 
goes on, the cause continually aggravating 
the effect, and the effect the cause, till at 
last there is a sensation of horror in the 
soul, a gnawing in the vitals, a raging, 
burning desire in the very seat of life, which 
is stronger than death, ^.nd more insatiable 
than the grave; and which is the nearest 
resemblance which earth affords of the 
gnawing of that worm which never dies, 
and the burning of that fire which is never 
quenched. Of all the circles of evil into 
which man can get, this is the most horrible 
and the most hopeless. It partakes of the 
twofold character of disease of the body, 
and damnation to the soul. It hurries its 
helpless victim continually into a deeper and 
a deeper hell. In some instances, he has 
been persuaded, beyond all powers of per- 
suasion to the contrary, that he has been 
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actually in hell while still in the land of the 
living ; and dying in this state, it perhaps 
will be for ever impossible for him to say 
whether hell itself to Aim began on this side 
of the grave or the other. 

Thus it appears that evil once sown in 
the heart contains within itself the principle 
of perpetual increase ; and that it does not 
increase for ever in this world, is owing to 
the restraint of God's providence and grace. 
If it were not for these, man can see no 
assignable limit to its increase. And what 
evil may hereafter become in eternity, in 
that world where these restraints are with- 
drawn for ever, is perhaps a more dreadful 
tale than tongue can tell, or imagination can 
conceive. 

But let us now turn to the more pleasing 
side of the picture, and consider this law of 
the " cause and eflFect mutually increasing 
each other," as it concerns the good aflFec- 
tions of the soul. 

Love, for instance, is an active, ardent, 
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generous passion, never satisfied except it 
can show itself in its corresponding actions ; 
producing towards our Creator constant, 
willing, delighted obedience, and towards 
our fellow-creatures every act of kindness and 
gentleness ; every endeavour to please the 
object of our love. Both branches of this 
subject powerfully illustrate the principles 
under consideration, and furnish matter of 
practical instruction of the very last im- 
portance to the happiness of man. Love, 
genuine love, whether towards God or man, 
is [a master-passion, inspiring the very 
thoughts of the heart, and directing the 
conduct of the life. Thus genuine love 
leads the soul to meditate continually upon 
the beloved object. No other thought is 
half so dear, so welcome ; so that if the soul, 
through other cares and occupations, has 
been led away from her beloved object, she 
is anxious to return again to her rest as 
Noah's dove to the ark, for all else seems a 
dreary waste. Our great national poet has 
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thus described the symptoms of an undis- 
sembled affection.* 

" Unstaid and fickle in all other things, 
Save in the constant image of the object lov^d." 

But, on the other hand, it is no less 
certain that much thinking upon the object 
greatly increases our love of it. Meditation 
feeds the flame of love ; and thus while love 
fills the soul with a certain train of thought, 
the indulgence of these thoughts fans the 
flame of love, and inspires the very passion 
from whence they emerge. On this prin- 
ciple, Wilberforce beautifully proves the 
duty of thinking much upon God, and 
entertaining him upon the soul; calling up 
thoughts of him continually; meditating 
upon his glorious perfections, upon his 
mercy, goodness, truth, and holiness; till 
at last the soul comes to love him with the 
most ardent affection. For although love 
itself is not directly under the command of 

• See Wilberforce's Practical Christianity. 
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the will, yet a resolute discipline of the 
mind can summon and bid such thoughts 
into the soul, as, by the grace of God, shall 
end in love. 

Again, we have said that genuine love 
leads to active and willing obedience, and 
compels a man to seek to please the object 
of his love. But, on the other hand, it is 
no less true, that if a man sets himself in 
earnest to obey God, and strives to please 
him in all his ways, such a course of conduct 
will sooner or later kindle the most ardent 
love of God in his bosom. This is its 
natural tendency. It is the means which 
God has appointed for the end, and which 
he will sooner or later meet with that Holy 
Spirit, which will shed abroad the love of 
God in his heart. But faith, too, is a prin- 
ciple in this heavenly circle, for "faith 
worketh by love and overcometh the world." 
Love is the offspring of faith and the parent 
of obedience, while every act of gospel- 
obedience increases and strengthens our 
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humility and faith. These again more and 
more inflame our love, which proves its 
growth and vigour by more active and more 
devoted obedience. Here is a celestial circle 
which will expand for ever, till faith is lost 
in sight, and perfect and holy love delights 
herself for ever in pure and sinless obe- 
dience. 

We will now take the other branch of the 
subject, namely, love to a fellow-creature, 
to illustrate the principle under consider- 
ation. Love as its cause, produces every 
«t of Idndne» .ad gentlenl. .od everj 
effort to please, as the natural and necessary 
effect. But, on the other hand, these ac* 
tions and this course of conduct increase 
the intensity of our love. This will partly 
account for the intensity of a mother's love. 
Undoubtedly, the mother's love is founded 
in the natural instinct : but the anxiety of a 
mother's care and watchfulness, her count- 
less acts of tenderness, her personal sacrifices, 
and acts of self-denial, that she may attend 
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to her helpless babe ; all these exceedingly 
increase that love which nature had im- 
planted in her bosom. Thus a mother's 
love produces a mother's conduct, while a 
mother's conduct immensely increases £t 
mother's love. Whereas a mother, who, from 
any reason whatever, neglects her child, soon 
comes to have comparatively very little love 
for it. The same principle might be illus- 
trated by every other species of love which 
fills the human bosom. 

It-has been objected that love is a passion 
not under the command of the will, and 
therefore that the command, "Thou shalt 
love the Lord thy God," is impracticable. 
But we will take a stronger case than this 
in our Lord's command — " But I say unto 
you, love your enemies." To this command 
it has been objected — " If love be not obe- 
dient to the will, so that a man cannot love 
any object in a moment at the bidding of 
the wiU, much less can he love his enemies. 
Therefore, to the generality of mankind, this 
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command has appeared absolutely impossi- 
ble. But our Lord, in giving the command, 
has, at the very same time, given us direc- 
tions how we may obey it. For he says, 
"Bless them that curse you, do good to 
them that hate you, and pray for them which 
despitefully use you, and persecute you." 
And the Apostle says — "If thine enemy 
hunger, feed him ; if he thirst, give him 
drink." Now this line of conduct steadily 
persevered in towards your enemy (in obe-. 
dience to Christ's command,) will as surely 
produce love, genuine love, even towards 
our bitterest enemy, as that God himself 
has established the laws of our constitution. 
For this process is one of the Almighty ^ 
everlasting circles. I will illustrate this by 
an extreme case ; I will suppose that I have 
an enemy whom I cordially hate, and that 
I am wandering on the fields at eventide, 
not as Isaac did to meditate upon God, but 
to brood over my hatred, and to meditate 
upon the injuries I have received. AU at 
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once I hear the cry of distress : I run 
towards the place and find my enemy 
drowning. For a moment the voice of 
nature prevails; I forget my enmity, and 
see only a fellow-creature drowning. Under 
the impulse of this feeling I save his life. 
I will not stop to inquire what effect this 
adventure will have upon hiniy because it 
forms no part of my present subject. St. 
Paul says, it will " heap coals of fire upon 
his head.^' But of this I am sure, that it 
will put me in a position with respect to my 
enemy entirely new, which will go far towards 
extinguishing my hatred, and perhaps will 
generate in my bosom love towards him. 
And if he be not of sterner ihould than 
mankind in general, it is likely that this 
scene will be the cause of our reconciliation, 
and the beginning of a lasting friendship 
between us. This is an extreme case, and 
the effect produced is instantaneous ; but 
a long course of assiduous kindness towards 
an enemy will still more certainly produce 
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the same effect. Thus when God gave the 
command, " Thou shalt love thine enemies," 
he did not give the command without at the 
same time furnishing the means, and show- 
ing us how we might obey it. 

But the principle here intended to be 
brought to practise is universal, and appUes 
to every feeling of the heart, and every 
action of the life. The feeling of the soul 
is not imder the control of the will, but its 
corresponding action is ; and this is our part 
and duty to perform. Belief and love, for 
instance,are neither of them under the control 
of the will; and this has been objected to those 
commands ** Thou shalt believe,*' and " thou 
shalt love.*' But patiently striving to perse- 
vere in that conduct and all those actions 
which vx>uld proceed from faith and love, will 
sooner or later kindle these feelings in the 
soul. Thus, if a man cannot force an eU'^ 
trance into one part of this wonderful circle^ 
he can at another ; and if he perseveres in 
occupying any one part of it, then (as God 
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is true and faitliful) it will surely come to 
pass^ that his blessing on the laws of our na- 
ture, which he himself has established, will 
carry the man round the whole circumference. 
It is upon this principle rightly under^ 
stood, and on none other, that it is possible 
to reconcile to man's comprehension what 
is said about prayer. How many great and 
precious promises are made to fervent 
prayer ! But to this it might be objected, 
that prayer is a state of the heart ; it is not 
the mere utterance of the lips: therefore 
prayer itself is as much the gift of the 
Spirit as the blessings for which we are 
desired to pray. The heart must be renewed 
before a man can really pray. The thing 
is supposed donCy in order to obtain the 
means of doing it. How are we to recon- 
cile this apparent absurdity? If it were 
a question within the range of man's works 
and machinery, it would be an absurdity 
never to be reconciled. But not so the 
Almighty s everlasting circles! By perse- 
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vering in trying to pray, by continuing in 
all those actions which a praying man per- 
forms, the blessing of God will meet him, 
and the very spirit of prayer itself will be 
kindled in his soul. The Christian's rea%on 
for praying is because God had commanded 
him to pray, and promised a blessing. And 
this would be a sufficient warrant for him 
even if he could not explain all the diffi- 
culties that might be started on the subject. 
But still it is delightful to be able to prove 
that the Gospel is agreeable to sound philo- 
sophy, nay more, that it is itself the soundest 
philosophy in the world. 

The subject before us thoroughly under- 
stood, and viewed in aU its bearings, will 
serve to remove a strange and mischievous 
delusion, with which many sincere and pious 
persons have bewildered and confused their 
understandings, and which has held them 
back from heartily assisting in the combined 
efforts to do good, that abound in the pre- 
sent day. They start with a maxim excel- 
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lent and valuable in itself ; but out of it they 
deduce a mischievous fallacy, and a miserable 
delusion. They say, " It is not enough to 
reform the outward conduct^ more attention 
should be paid to the state of the heart, to 
persuade men to have their hearts right 
before God." Now, if these persons really 
meant no more than to say, *lt is not enough 
to reform the outward conduct ; we must not 
%top here, nor rest satisfied till the love of 
God is shed abroad in the heart by the Holy 
Ghost and by faith in the Saviour," in 
this we would cordially join, and subscribe 
with all our hearts. But the persons I am 
speaking of, do mean more than this, and 
carry it on to a miserable and mischievous 
delusion. They say, " Societies for the sup- 
pression of vice, temperance societies, for 
example, are human means and carnal instru- 
ments at best : they only tend to reform 
the outward conduct, but they do not con- 
vert the heart, and therefore we set no great 
value upon them, and little care to render 
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them our assistance." Now the whole of 
this reasoning is a wretched delusion. Por, 
in the first place, even if it were true that 
they only tended to suppress vice and reform 
the outward conduct, and had no gospel 
influence upon the heart, still it is the 
Christian's duty to put down sin by all and 
every means in his power, and by every 
innocent contrivance he can possibly devise. 
As to saying that they are mere human 
instruments, this is talking nonsense. The 
constraining love of Christ is the motive 
which sets the Christian thinking how he 
can possibly do good ; but as for the means 
or moral machinery best suited to accomplish 
the end in view, he employs his reason ta 
devise these. He knows that this is the 
very purpose for which God gave him the 
gift of reason, to be employed in his Master s 
service in contriving ways of doing good to • 
man. And he knows that if he does not 
thus employ the talent entrusted to him, he 
will be accounted a wicked servant in the 
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day that he must give up his stewardship, 
and render an account of the talents com- 
mitted to his care. 

But, in the second place, (and what is 
more directly to the purpose of our present 
argument,) it is not true that these institu- 
tions reform the outward conduct, but have 
no tendency to produce any corresponding 
change upon the soul. — This assertion is 
utterly false, and contrary to the laws of 
our nature which God himself has esta- 
blished. All those institutions which pre- 
vail upon men to "cease to do evil" and to 
"learn to do well," even with respect to 
particular vices, do tend to improve the 
heart, and put it in the way of receiving 
God's blessing. Thus Temperance Societies, 
which have persuaded thousands to forsake 
the ale-house, and to sit under the preaching 
of the Gospel, have powerfully operated in 
a twofold manner to improve the heart as 
well as to regulate the conduct. For if a 
man be prevailed upon to abandon the 

G 
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habits of the drunkard, and to do the actions 
of the kind husband and the tender father, 
he will soon come to feel the feelings of a 
kind husband and a tender father. And if 
he be persuaded to pursue the conducty and 
to use the meanSy of a man who desires to 
become acquainted with his God, he will 
soon come really to desire it. And now he 
is brought upon the meeting ground^ where 
God. has promised sooner or later to meet 
them that seek his face. By striving merely 
to do the external actions of one who would 
love God, seek his face, and obey his com- 
mandments, he has entered upon one of 
those circles, the laws of which are the very 
fiat of the Almighty himself, and, if he per- 
severe in it, God will sooner or later meet 
him with his Holy Spirit, and carry him 
round the whole circumference. 

We have now closed the subject so far as 
concerns opinions, and belief, faith, religion, 
the graces of the soul, and the passions of 
the heart. But I have said that the doctrine 
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of the Almighty 8 everlasting circles is also 
true in politics, in political economy, in the 
causes of the wealth of nations and of the 
rise and fall of empires. The Scriptures 
tell us, that as "righteousness exalteth a 
nation," so " sin is a reproach to any 
people;" and that iniquity will be their 
ruin. Now a nation may get involved in 
any of these circles, either of good or of 
evil, and may be carried round in the 
vortex, the effect increasing the cause, and 
the cause the effect, for ever, full as surely 
as an individual. To go into the details of 
this vast and extensive subject, and to 
enumerate all the instances in which a 
principle, either of good or of evil, at work 
within a state, cannot fail to produce effects 
which will aggravate in a tenfold degree 
the principle by which they were generated, 
would far exceed the limits of this paper. 
I shall only observe generally, that as a 
mortal disease on the natural body produces 
symptoms which fearfully increase the dis- 
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order from whence they spring, and cause 
it again to produce the former symptoms on 
a still greater aggravation, so in like manner 
mortal disease in the body politic, pubUc 
corruption and profligacy in the State cannot 
fail to produce such effects, and to work such 
changes upon the morals of the people as 
will exceedingly increase the corruption and 
the profligacy from whence they spring. 
And it matters not whether the corruption 
originate with the government or with the 
people, for these two will mutually corrupt 
and re-corrupt each other in one perpetual 
circle. We have seen that immoral practice 
sears the conscience of the individual ; and 
that the conscience thus seared, is prepared 
for the perpetration of still deeper crime. 
But the same thing is true, if possible, in a 
still more fearful degree with respect to the 
morals of the nation. Past history has given 
terrible proof to what an extent public 
profligacy and crime can sear the national 
conscience, and lower the tone of pubUc 
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virtue and public morals ; till the depressed 
standard of public opinion has encouraged 
still greater villainy, and at last, vice has 
even found an advocate in the public voice, 
and crimes have been perpetrated without 
shame, and in the face of day, and even 
boasted of, in one age and nation which 
must not even be named in another. The 
state of Rome in the days of her Emperors, 
and the subsequent decay and fall of the 
Roman empire, would furnish abundant 
examples of state corruption, and public 
profligacy, and utter want of virtue among 
the people, producing effects upon every 
department of that mighty empire, and 
upon all ranks and orders of the citizens, 
which never ceased to aggravate the evil 
principle from whence they derived their 
birth, and made " corruption still more 
corrupt," and caused her again to re- 
produce a still more hideous progeny. Thus 
the whole state and commonwealth, both 
government and people, became so utterly 
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corrupt, that the mighty empire founded by 
Rome in her virtuous days would no longer 
hold together, by reason of her own cor- 
ruption, and became an easy prey to the 
Scythian, the Vandal, and the Goth. 

We may here observe, that this part of 
our subject still further pursued, will illus- 
trate the Scripture observation, that " one 
sinner destroyeth much good," and that one 
righteous man may even save a city. No 
man can with certainty foretell all the pos- 
sible consequences of a single action, when 
viewed in all its bearings and connexions 
to the end of time. A word spoken in sea- 
son in a humble cottage, or a sentiment 
published in a penny tract, may put a circle 
in operation which shall expand continually 
till it embraces the whole world within the 
sphere of its influence. But these subjects 
are boundless, and their ramifications far too 
numerous to be attempted here. I shall 
therefore dismiss them, and give one example 
of the circle from the political complexion 
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of the present day, and with it conclude 
this paper. 

The disputes of the present day, while 
" the many" are struggling for political 
power, furnish matter to illustrate our pre- 
sent doctrine. One party declares that 
*' free institutions and a hberal Government 
form an intelligent and a thinking people." 
Another party says, — " No ! it is an inteUi- 
gent and a thinking people that must form 
a liberal Government, and enact free insti- 
tutions. Neither is it wise or expedient to 
give perfect political Uberty to a people that 
is not ripe for it. Liberty, so far from being 
a blessing, is a curse to a nation that is not 
* able to bear it ; ' for the people are unable 
either to estimate or use it aright, and the re- 
sult will be anarchy, confusion, and misery." 
But the other party rejoins — " If you do not 
give the people political hberty and free 
institutions, they will never become a thinking 
and intelligent people. You are waiting for 
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that which will 7iever take place, for you are 
withholding the very means by which it is 
to be accomplished." Thus the two parties 
are disputing which is the cause and which is 
the effect. And both have reason on their side ; 
for it is the very nature of the Almighty s 
everlasting circles j to render it impossible for 
man to pronounce with confidence which is 
the cause and which is the effect. In the 
present dispute it may, in a sense, be 
said, that both parties are wrong, and 
both parties are right ; for if an intelligent 
people enact free laws and institutions, these 
very laws and institutions will make the 
people continually more and more inteUi- 
gent ; and the expanded intelligence of the 
people will make still further improvement 
upon the laws, and these improvements will 
again expand the nation's mind : so that, in 
the present dispute, either principle may be 
taken indifierently, either for the cause or 
the effect; for they act, and act again 
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alternately upon each other, in one ever- 
expanding and everlasting circle. 

It is utterly foreign to my present essay, 
to meddle with politics ; but the subject be- 
fore us seems to suggest, — 

1st. That it is the duty of every Govern- 
ment to give to the people as much liberty 
as they are " able to bear,'' and, — 

2nd. That, if it be shown that any useful 
measure can be adopted, equally safe and 
equally well, by the power either of the 
prince or by the representatives of the people, 
it is far better that it should be adopted 
by the people : first, because it will be far 
more efficient in practice ; secondly, because 
the very adoption will expand the people's 
mind ; and thirdly, because one does not see 
why the mind, any more than the body, 
should be kept in leading-strings any longer 
than is necessary. Indeed, the Bible pre- 
cepts are the only leading strings which the 
soul can never outgrow. And happy is that 
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nation, or that people, which grows contin- 
ually more and more teachable, more and 
more like a little cJiild under this heavenly 
teaching, through the whole period of its 
existence. The gospel of Jesus Christ is 
the Alpha and the Omega, the author and 
finisher of all real excellence in the human 
mind. For in more immediate reference 
to the present subject, it may be asked, 
with what ss£e preparation are the people 
ever to enter the circle above described, 
the very entrance to which is considered 
by one party to be highly dangerous, and 
perhaps, with justice so considered ? The 
answer is, that pure religion, and sound 
morals, and public virtue, are the only safe 
preparation ; for public liberty without public 
virtue is a shadow ! a name ! or rather, it is 
a phantom-light borne in the darkness of 
midnight, over a morass which will swamp 
all order, peace, happiness, and all that man 
holds dear. 
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On the other hand, if the heart of the 
nation be in the rigid place ^ the people may 
be safely trusted, for the understanding will 
not materially err. 

On this account, institutions to reform 
the morals of the Nation are the safest pre- 
parations for political reform ; and on this 
principle I assert that Temperance Societies, 
little as their value is yet understood, are 
out of all comparison the most important 
political reformers of the present day. All 
other reforms are mere trifling, mere child's 
play, compared to the moral grandeur, the 
beauty, the sound practical utility of this 
reform . If this reform succeed, it will se- 
cure the practical working of all other 
reforms, and they may all be useful in their 
place and measure. But if the people of 
England sufier the Temperance reform to 
come to naught, and intemperance in- 
crease, as heretofore, upon the land, it will 
bring in its train vice, and misery, and 
every crime that can be named : all other 
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reforms will fail, for public profligacy and 
public crime will be a blight, a curse, a 
blister, and mildew on them all.* 

* Re-printed from the " Oriental Christian Spec- 
tator," with notes and additions from the Author's 
Manuscripts, 



MAN'S RESPONSIBILITY FOR 
HIS BELIEF. 

IN BEPLT TO PHILALETHES. 



Sir, 
In the last number of your periodical, I 
observed a reply to that part of my paper 
on the " Almighty's Everlasting Circles," 
which I deemed it expedient to introduce in 
the form of a digression, because, although 
it was a closely kindred subject, yet it was 
not, strictly speaking, a part of the subject 
itself. In this part of my paper, Philalethes 
has totally mistaken my meaning in three 
\eTy essential particulars, or I am persuaded 
he would not have asserted that the reason- 
ing was " inconsequential," or that I did 
not "understand the principles of sound 
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philosophy." But since I have been mis- 
understood, I am entitled by courtesy to 
explain my meaning. It is not necessary 
here to inquire, whether it was my fault in 
having expressed myself obscurely, or whe- 
ther the fault rests with Philalethes in not 
having given himself the trouble to under- 
stand my meaning before he criticised my 
paper. For, even on the first supposition 
(that the fault was mine), I am entitled by 
courtesy to explain myself. But it is not 
my intention to plead guilty of obscurity 
before I have been tried at the bar of pubUc 
opinion. I shall in the present paper, 

1st. Show the three points in which Phi- 
lalethes has mistaken my meaning. 

2nd. Explain the reason why I expressed 
myself in the manner I did. 

And here I beg to observe, that I should 
not have presumed to occupy the pages of a 
public periodical in justifying myself or my 
expressions, if it had not been that the reply 
of Philalethes tends to throw discredit over 
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a paper in which subjects are discussed of 
far more importance than my humble repu- 
tation as a writer. 

I regret, Mr. Editor, that I am constrained 
to trespass upon your pages with a longer 
paper than I could wish. But it is unavoid- 
able, as a string of objections may be.strung 
together within a very small space ; whilst 
fully to reply to every one of them in order, 
must necessarily occupy a much larger'paper. 

The &st of the three points in which 
Philalethes has totally mistaken my mean- 
ing, discovers itself in the following passage : 

" It thus appears that the writer's alleged 
proof of a man's belief being under the con- 
trol of his will, rests on two assumptions — 
the truth of the Scriptures, and the corrup- 
tion of the human heart as affirmed in the 
Scriptures. 

" But although this mode of reasoning 
may be perfectly legitimate when addressed 
to a believer, still it cannot be said to rest on 
principles of sound philosophy, &c." Now 
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the whole of the above is founded on a mis- 
conception of my meaning; for I beg to 
state, that nothing could be further from 
my intention than to bring forward Scrip- 
ture as a philosophical proof of any one of 
my positions. I most cordially agree with 
PhUalethes, that a quotation from Scripture 
is not a philosophical proof, nor, strictly 
speaking, any proof at all. It is an' authori- 
tative declaration. And Philalethes is cor- 
rect in asserting that it has no weight at all 
with those who do not admit the authority 
of Scripture, though it has very great weight 
with myself: and I bless God that I have 
reason to believe that it has also very great 
weight with the majority of readers. 

But I admit that this last fact, however 
grateful it may be to the feelings of my 
heart, is nothing at all to the point of the 
argument ; and I perfectly agree with Phi- 
lalethes, that to quote Scripture as a philo- 
sophical proof, betrays an ignorance of the 
principles of philosophical reasoning. But 
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I never dreamt of doing anything of the 
kind ; and if Philalethes will take the trouble 
of studying my paper a little more atten- 
tively, he will find that my language will 
not bear any such construction. After 
dividing my argument under three heads, 
and promising a philosophical proof of each, 
before entering upon the argument I have 
these words : " In the first place," Scripture 
stands committed on the subject, &c. Now 
this is an eUipsis of speech ; but it is a per- 
fectly legitimate one ; and according to the 
genius and idiom of the English language 
it means this — " Before I enter upon my 
argument I will first premise the opinion of 
Scripture upon this subject ; " if I had in- 
tended to enter at once into the main argu- 
ment, and had really proposed Scripture as 
the substance of that argument, the expres- 
sion " in the first place " would have been 
downright bad English : for, according to 
the genius of the English language, this 
expression " in the first place," as it stands 

H 
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in that connexion, postpones the main argu- 
ment. At the same time this little prelude, 
alluding to the threats ' and promises of 
Scripture upon " belief or unbelief," know- 
ledge and ignorance, moral light or dark- 
ness, while it did not in the least disturb 
the plan of the arrangement to those who 
chose to be at the pains • to understand it, 
was not without its practical utility; because 
there are numbers of readers who love the 
Scriptures, and their hearts are predisposed 
to feel an interest in any argument which 
professes to prove what Scripture has already 
asserted, and therefore has Scripture on its 
side. Indeed many do so love the word of 
God, and are so accustomed to consider it 
as their first standard, that they feel little 
interest in any discussion on moral subjects, 
however ingenious it may be, except so far 
as it may have a bearing upon Scripture. 
And even the unbeliever has no reasonable 
ground to find fault with the prelude stating 
the opinion of Scripture ; because the phi- 
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losophical proof which Mows, stands or 
falls by its own merit, and would not .be in 
the least affected by it even if the Scriptures 
were proved to be false. And surely it is 
practically useful to introduce matter that 
shall be pleasing and convincing to every 
variety of mind : the scriptural view to 
interest and convince the religious mind; 
the philosophical argument (or that part 
which I humbly think is argument) to con- 
vince the exclusively philosophic mind ; and 
the whole of it to convince and please the 
mind which is both religious and philoso- 
phical. And if I have at least honestly 
endeavoured to write one part expressly to 
interest the Philosopher, he has no reason to 
grudge the Christian that part which is 
nearest and dearest to his affections and the 
feelings of his heart ; and to say the least, it 
would hardly have been right for a minister 
of religion, in discussing a subject embracing 
both religion and morals, to have passed 
over the opinion of Scripture altogether. 
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The allusion then to Scripture was ne^ 
intended for the philosophical proof. Tl 
which I intended for the proof is opei 
in the beginning of the first paragra 
commencing with these words : " N 
this plausible reasoning would be all v 
true, if man were a being consisting sol 
of intellect," &c. And it is founded, 
upon any assumption of the truth of Sci 
ture, nor of the corruption of the hun 
heart as revealed in Scripture, but upon 
pathology of the human mind ; and ft 
connected with it familiar to the experie 
of all, such, as — that men like to cons 
their own ease and inclinations, and v 
easily persuade themselves to believe t 
they may lawfully do that which they : 
a strong inclination to do, or leave und< 
that which they are inclined to leave undo 
When the appetites and the passions ask 
advice and opinion of the judgment upo 
point upon which they have pretty \ 
made up their determination, they cons 
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their sage adviser, wishing only to strengthen 
their predetermined opinion. 

This is the principle of the argument 
which contends that the judgment is more 
or less misled in all matters in which the 
heart and passions are concerned. But it 
is not fully developed till the last paragraph 
of the same page, where I endeavour to 
explain particularly how it is that the appe- 
tites and passions bewilder the judgment. 
I will however candidly confess, that in the 
latter part of the first paragraph I again 
allude to Scripture in these words : " There- 
fore the Scriptures refer unbelief to an evil 
heart,*' &c. But surely any attentive reader 
must perceive, that this reference to Scrip- 
ture in the context and connexion on which 
it stands is introduced to show that the 
philosophic argument (supposing it to be 
sound reasoning) confirms the declarations 
of Scripture on this subject, and is not in- 
tended to bring forward Scripture to prove 
the philosophic argument ; and my reason 
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for introducing Scripture here was, because 
although beUevers all receive the authority 
of Scripture in the first instance, simply by 
faith, yet many of them take delight in 
seeing Scripture proved to be agreeable to 
sound philosophy. To these persons this 
kind of argument, if it be well conducted, is 
a " feast of reason," and so appeals to their 
afiections, that they do not heartily enjoy any 
philosophical moral argument that has not 
some such apphcation; as it appears to them 
unprofitable and unimportant, if it cannot in 
any way be brought to bear upon the interior 
of the Scriptures and the final destination 
of man, as therein revealed. Even viewing 
these things only as a matter of taste, cour- 
tesy allows each individual the indulgence 
of his own taste, provided it does not injure 
another. 

2nd. But as to the question whether the 
part which I did intend for argument as 
philosophic proof, or not, I will defer enter- 
ing upon it, till I first explain the two 
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renudning points on which Philalethes has 
mistaken my meaning. He evidently un- 
derstands me to mean, to apply the reason- 
ing and the remarks upon belief to religious 
belief only ; and it is this impression upon 
his mind that causes the chief part of the 
offensiveness of the treatise. Now this is 
80 far from being my meaning, that religious 
belief or unbelief is only one department of 
the immense and inexhaustible variety of 
the subjects I meant to embrace. I meant 
to include the whole range of human opi- 
nions — belief in religion — opinion in morals, 
in pohtics, in government. I took great 
pains to give the expression a triple form, 
and to make it more general and universal ; 
I further added these words: "so indeed 
any moral proposition in which the appetite, 
or self-indulgence, or self-denial are impli- 
cated." For out of the whole range of 
human science, I only excluded those ques- 
tions of " abstract, mathematical science, in 
which the heart has no concern, which point 
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to no painful duty to be done, no favourite 
sin to be overcome, no self-denial of any 
kind." And I excluded these because I at 
once admitted the objector s theory of belief 
and opinion to be quite correct in these 
cases ; because in these the judgment alone 
sits upon the judgment-seat, and the heart, 
and the passions, and the appetites do not 
interfere, but aUow the unbiased judgment 
to decide. 

This explanation will, I am persuaded, 
remove at once his objections to that part 
of the Essay which is most offensive to Phi- 
lalethes. The part at which he particularly 
takes offence is the following : " He hath 
given himself over to a strong delusion to 
believe a lie, so that he cannot deliver his 
§oul, nor say. Is there not a lie in my right 
hand ? " Now when Philalethes is informed 
to what I meant principally to allude in this 
passage, so far from being angry, I am per- 
suaded he will cordially agree with me, and 
come forward and take me by the hand on 
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this subject. When Queen Mary could per- 
suade herself that it was her duty to burn 
her Protestant subjects at the stake, is it too 
much to say that she had given herself over 
to a strong delusion to believe a lie ? His- 
tory accuses Queen Mary of being a bigot, 
not of being a hypocrite. Now supposing 
that history is correct, and that Mary was 
sincere in her opinions, can this fact be 
better, or more beautifully and powerfully 
expressed, than by saying " that she had 
given herself over to a strong delusion to 
believe a lie," so that she could not deliver 
her soul, nor say, " Is there not a lie in my 
right hand ? " When the Hindoo can per- 
suade himself that it is his duty to assist in 
burning his widowed mother alive, to drown 
his daughters, to hang himself upon hooks, 
to maim and cripple his limbs, to crush 
himself to death under the car of Jugganath, 
to worship a stone or a trunk of a tree be- 
daubed with red, as a proper representation 
of Jehovah, the Creator of the universe — is 
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it too much to say that he has given himself 
over to a strong delusion to believe a he ? 

If Philalethes had been better acquainted 
with that Scripture which he undervalues, 
he would have perceived the wide range of 
my subject, and would have known that 
these things were included within the com- 
pass of the expression which gave him so 
much offence : for the words which he dis- 
likes so much are not mine, they are taken 
from the forty-fourth chapter of Isaiah, the 
19th and 20th verses ; and they are expressly 
on the subject of idolatry. The entire pas- 
sage is as follows : " And none considereth 
in his heart, neither is there knowledge nor 
understanding to say, I have burned part of 
it in the fire ; yea, also I have baked bread 
upon the coals thereof ; I have roasted flesh, 
and eaten it : and shall I make the residue 
thereof an abomination ? shall I fall down 
to the stock of a tree? He feedeth on 
ashes: a deceived heart hath turned him 
him aside, that he cannot deliver his soul, 
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nor say, Is there not a lie in my right hand?*' 
To my judgment this is a beautiful and 
powerful passage, and exquisitely adapted 
to express the delusions of the human mind, 
in consequence of the manifold and various 
workings of the heart and passions. 

The reason why Philalethes took offence, 
is because by misunderstanding my meaning 
he limited the vast range of my object to a 
narrow compass, and tied it down to one 
particular point, which to him is offensive. 
And yet I actually enumerated a vast variety 
of instances, in almost every department of 
human action, to illustrate my meaning. I 
will instance the following part which Phi- 
lalethes seems to have overlooked : " The 
persecutors of the primitive Christians bound 
children and tender virgins to the stake, and 
burnt with fire mothers of living children 
yet unborn." 

For these monsters we have the com- 
pendious apology that they thought that 
they were right. But religious persecutions 
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are not the only difficulties the case presents. 
In feudal struggles for power, wars for glory, 
nay, under the staid and sober plea of pre- 
serving social order and obedience to the 
laws, acts of murder, robbery, and blood- 
shed have been perpetrated, and the perpe- 
trators have been so convinced that they 
were right, that they would have been per- 
fectly astonished if you had suggested the 
possibility that they might be wrong. Here, 
then, is a ready apology for all the crime that 
has been sincerely committed in the world. 
For once admit the principle, and you cannot 
stop. It is impossible to draw the line. 
You cannot judge of a man's sincerity. If 
indeed you judge of a man's sincerity by 
the tendency of his opinions and the moral 
quality of his actions as you would of a tree 
by its fruit, and as common sense, as well 
as Scripture, requires us to judge of every- 
thing, then, indeed, you admit all that I am 
contending for ; namely, that such a sincerity 
of opinions as produces immoral actions is a 



FOR HIS BELIEF. 109 

wicked sincerity, and the ignorance from 
which it proceeds is a wicked ignorance. 

With the above enumeration of a vast 
range of subjects, moral, political, civil and 
military, I am at a loss to understand why 
Philalethes limited my meaning to that one 
point which seems to have given him such 
great oflFence — viz. belief or unbelief in 
matters of religion. 

A third point in which Philalethes has 
sadly mistaken my meaning, is in supposing 
that I intended in the beginning to prove 
more than even I myself professed to have 
proved in the end, and that I introduced 
the word " indirectly " afterwards, only be- 
cause I wanted to patch up an attempt in 
which I had failed. 

Now I beg to assure Philalethes, that I 
never intended from the first to prove more 
than this, " that a man's opinions and 
belief are under the control of his will, in 
such a mode and manner as is sufficient to 
render him responsible to God for them." 
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It is very true, that in the " thesis," as he 
terms it, I have set down the naked, " un- 
guarded" words, " that a man is respon- 
fiible for his belief, and that he can help his 
opinions ;" but let Philalethes look candidly 
to the context and connexion in which these 
words stand. Let him look to the bearing 
of the argument in hand. For what is the 
proposition I am endeavouring to combat ? 
It is this — **That a wrong belief in religion, 
or mischievous opinions in morals, are inno- 
cent, provided a man sincerely entertains 
them ; and that they are not proper subjects 
of reward and punishment, because they 
are not under the control of his will, and 
that a man cannot help his opinions." In 
opposing this proposition, I assert that a 
man's opinions and belief are under the con- 
trol of his will, so that a wrong belief in 
religion, or mischievous opinions in morals, 
are a proper subject of rewards and punish- 
ments : I admit that here again there is ati 
ellipsis of speech, and that it might have 
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been expanded out into more words. But 
what does it fairly mean in the connexion in 
which it stands P It means that a man's 
opinions and belief are under the control of 
his will in such a manner and degree as to 
meet the philosophical objection I have 
endeavoured to meet, and to render wrong 
opinions guilty, and a man responsible to 
God for them. This is all that is necessary 
to my present argument, and beyond this I 
have no wish to prove any more. This is 
all that I ever intended to prove. And I 
feel assured that Philalethes will not doubt 
my accuracy, though he may undervalue my 
judgment, when I assure him that I paused 
for some minutes with my pen in hand, and 
debated with , myself, whether or not I 
should introduce the word " indirectly " 
into the original " thesis," as he terms it. 
And the reason that I decided not to intro- 
duce it was, because the bare word would 
not, after all, explain my full meaning 
standing in that connexion ; and it appeared 
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to my judgment that it would come in more 
kindly afterwards, when the context and the 
more matured state of the argument would 
explain my exact meaning in using it. 

Let us now calmly inquire, whether or 
not I have proved that a man's belief and 
opinions are so far under the control of his 
will as that he is responsible to God for 
them. My argument is this. The great 
Locke has proved that the human mind can 
entertain but one idea at one time, and that 
ideas supply each other's place in the mind 
in perpetual succession. Now, I argue, 
that when a man sets himself to determine 
upon any point of religion, or morals, or 
duty, or any question involving self-indul- 
gence, or self-denial, a vast variety of 
thoughts and reasons will present them- 
selves on both sides of the question, some 
for good and some for evil, some tending to 
lead, and some to mislead him. Now, as 
these cannot all be present to the mind at 
once, but can only be entertained one at a 
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time — appetite, inclination, or the passions] 
make reason an unjust judge, by fixing the 
attention principally- upon those views and 
arguments which tend to their own indul- 
gence, and rooting them in the memory ; 
whilst they keep opposite views and argu- 
ments out of sight, or hurry the mind away 
from them, thus blinding the reason, and 
stifling the still small voice of conscience. 
Now this will take place in that degree and 
proportion in which the appetites and pas- 
sions have been indulged throughout life, 
and according as the appetites have or have 
not acquired the mastery over the moral 
powers of the soul. So that a life of self- 
indulgence on the one hand, or self-denial 
on the other, will make all the difference in 
the world in a man's view of the same 
moral evidence. 

Again, a life of inordinate self-conceit, so 
that a man worships the intellectual strength 
of his own understanding, will exceedingly 
prostrate the real strength even of an under- 

I 
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standing that would, but for this, have been 
of a high order. For this reason it is that 
Solomon says, " Seest- thou a man that is 
wise in his own conceit? There is more 
hope of a fool than of him."* Now, a 
previous life of habitual self-denial keeping 
down the solicitation of the appetites ; or a 
life of habitual humility and modesty, lis- 
tening with deference to the opinions of 
others, and a readiness to learn even from 
the humblest person, and above all, hu- 
mility in the presence of God — all these 
things discipline the mind, clear away pride, 
passion, appetite, self-conceit and error, and 
immensely increase its powers of judging 
soberly of itself and the things presented 
to its consideration. Thus the ultimate 

* I have introduced this quotation in the same 
kind of connexion that I introduced the former one. 
Therefore, the " Scriptures attribute unbelief to an 
evil heart." The woi'd " therefore, " in its former 
connexion, means, "Hence we may see the reason 
why the Scripture says, &c. &c. : " so here I have not 
introduced Solomon to prove the argument, but the 
argument to illustrate the truth of Solomon. 
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opinions formed (as I have already said) 
depend upon " that series of voluntary 
actions'' which constitute a man's previous 
habits, though " not upon one solitary 
effort of the will." Surely these last words 
ought to have explained my meaning. There 
is satisfactory evidence to every fair mind of 
the sense in which I intended to prove my 
assertion. Now what is the ultimate con- 
clusion as to the moral responsibility con- 
sequent upon this kind of control ? Suppose 
two different events, the final issues of which 
are both under the control of my will, but 
in these two different modes. One event 
depends upon one solitary effort of the will, 
so that I can command the issue at once. 
The other event depends upon a long series 
of actions, each of which taken one by one 
is voluntary, in the common acceptation of 
the term, and for which I am as responsible 
as for any of the actions of my hfe.* Surely 
in both cases I am responsible to God for 
the final issues. 
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But the proposition here contended for is 
familiar to the experience of all mankind, 
" that the views of the judgment are uni- 
versally modified by the heart, the passions, 
and the appetites/' Hence the trite, yet 
pithy old saying, 

" He that's convinced against his wiU 
Is of the same opinion still." 

And it is not only true in morals : it is 
equally true that a man's view of religion, 
and eternity, and the soul, are exceedingly 
changed when a change of circumstances 
places worldly things in a different position 
with respect to the appetite and the pas- 
sions. Thus an argument either against 
revelation or in favour of the appetites, shall 
seem to a man to-day quite unanswerable, 
while in the full enjoyment of health and 
reputation, and with the world before him ; 
but to-morrow, let an unforeseen accident, 
or sudden attack of disease, bring him to 
the borders of the grave and the confines of 
eternity, and the same argmnent seems to 



FOR HIS BELIEF. 117 

him so weak and silly, that he wonders how 
he could have been the dupe of it. It is 
freely admitted here, that in the class of 
diseases where the head is affected and the 
understanding weakened in any degree, no 
fair inference can be drawn. But I have 
seen some cases of disease remote from the 
head, eminently the reverse of this. I have 
attended on death-beds from rapid con- 
sumption, in which the understanding has 
been not only not impaired, but exceedingly 
clear, and powerful, and collected, far be- 
yond its ordinary state. In these cases it 
has sometimes happened that the appetites 
and passions being silenced, and the im- 
portance of worldly honours and pleasures 
having dwindled into nothing, the judgment 
of the dying man has so changed, that what 
once seemed to him unanswerable wisdom, 
now seems exquisite folly ; what once seemed 
to be light, now seems darkness : and the 
man once wise in his own conceit, now 
seems to himself to have been all his life a 
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fool and a madman, even though he may 
still retain the reputation of a clever man in 
the eyes of others. So differently is the 
same evidence weighed by the understand- 
ing when pride is humbled and the passions 
silenced. 

I have now explained my meaning as to 
the points in which I have been misunder- 
stood. And as an author is fairly supposed 
to know best what he himself meant, I trust 
that Philalethes will have the candour to 
take this, my own commentary, as a key to 
my own meaning, and study this paper over 
again, and I am persuaded that he will 
perceive that it is based upon sound phi- 
losophy^ and that there is matter contained 
in " The Almighty's Everlasting Circles " 
to feed the mind of the philosopher. 

I admit that there is a reUgious tone 
pervading the whole of it. But it would 
have been indecent and unbecoming the 
character of a minister of religion, if it had 
been otherwise. And surely a sound phi- 
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losopher ought not to be so prejudiced 
against Revelation as to hate the Essay on 
that account, when its fundamental argu- 
ments are not based upon Revelation, but 
upon sound Philosophy ! 

I am sorry that I have been obliged to 
make this reply so long, but every objector 
stands upon vantage ground, for (as I have 
observed) it is an easy matter to string 
together a number of objections within a 
very small compass ; whereas, to take these 
objections one by one, and give a full reply 
to each, is a laborious task. 

I have now only room shortly to mention 
the reasons why I did not explain myself 
more minutely, and why I expressed myself 
as I did. 

For this I had two reasons. First, be- 
cause I think that a thing may be over- 
explained, and that, by trying to make it 
over-clear, it sometimes becomes obscure by 
the mere " copia verborum." 

Secondly, because I think it a bad com- 
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pliment to the understanding of my readers 
to enter into a laboured detail of every 
minute point in the argument. It seemed 
to me far more elegant to let my reader see 
the general line of my reasoning, so as to 
ijinderstand its bearing, and to leave it to 
him to fill up the nice distinctions of 
^' limiting words." 

If I were taking an excursion in the field 
of nature with a child, I should stop and 
lift him over every stile, and carry him 
across every brook ; but if I were walking 
with a man, I should take for granted that 
he could get over the stiles and across the 
brooks as well as myself ; and that, without 
minding these trifles, we might expatiate 
together on the general beauties of the 
scene. So here, in our present excursion 
on the field of philosophy, it was my desire 
to say enough to enable my readers to grasp 
the general argument, leaving it to their own 
understandings to fill up the nice dis- 
tinctions and minute steps of the reasoning. 
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and thus taking it for granted that they 
were able to take a large, and generous, and 
comprehensive view of the subject as well 
as myself. I admit that I have in this way 
laid myself open to those who are disposed 
(as Shakspeare terms it) to " lie at the 
catch" and to make me an "offender for 
a word." But I expected none such, and 
wished to pay a better compliment both to 
the candour and understanding of my rea- 
ders ; and after all, all that I have said on 
this little treatise, is merely to set the mind 
a-thinking, for the whole of it is but a drop 
in the ocean compared with the vast ma- 
terials of thought within the compass of 
" The Almighty's Everlasting Circles." 

Philalethes concludes his paper by saying, 
When so much pains are taken to convert 
the heathen, why not bestow some pains to 
convince the infidel of our own country? 
If Philalethes, in this sentence, intends any 
allusion to himself, I can only say that 
nothing would rejoice my heart more than 

K 
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to be enabled to be of service to him, and 
to write any thing for his real good— but 
how shall I attempt it ? One would think 
that the most Ukely way to approach the 
mind of the man who professes to be a 
philosopher, and refuses to receive the 
Scriptures on their own authority, would be 
to demonstrate the harmony that subsists 
between the Scriptures and sound phi- 
losophy, and to prove, whenever it is pos- 
sible, the truth of any one of the leading 
doctrines of scripture by philosophic argu- 
ment. This appears to be the very way, 
perhaps the only way, of approaching such 
a mind. This way I have attempted, for I 
had supposed that the " Almighty's Ever- 
lasting Circles " (even with all its faults) was 
the very paper for a philosophic mind ; and 
the kind of reasoning Philalethes wanted, 
when he said. Why not attempt to convince 
the infidel of our own country ? But Phi- 
lalethes is so offended at the bare mention 
of scripture, as to render him unable or 
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unwilling to understand my argument. 
Still, as I would most gladly serve him, I 
will make one further attempt of another 
kind. As a humble step towards this, I 
would kindly put him in the road, by gently 
removing a false impression under which he 
evidently labours. His reasoning clearly 
shows an impression upon his mind, that 
external evidence is that which chiefly and 
principally produces religious conviction in 
the heart. Now all those who really love 
and believe the Scriptures, will tell him that 
they derived their conviction and their love, 
not so much from the external as from the 
internal evidence of the Scriptures ; not so 
much from dry historical proofs and argu- 
ments, as from the internal structure of the 
Scriptures themselves. They have there seen 
such a picture of their own hearts as they 
are sure none but God himself could draw ; 
they have felt the salvation of the gospel 
exactly suited to their wants; and they 
have derived peace and joy to the heart, and 
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intellectual food to the soul, from the Scrip- 
tures. And should you try to persuade 
these persons that the Scriptures are a de- 
lusion, you might as well try to persuade a 
famished man who has just been satisfied 
with bread, that it was not food he had 
eaten ; you might as well tell them that 
there is neither light nor heat in the sun, 
when they have seen the one and felt the 
other. 

But in order to beUeve and love the 
gospel, a man must first feel his need of it ; 
he must feel that he is poor, and ignorant, 
and blind, that he is a djring creature, and 
yet possessed of a never-dying soul; his 
pride must be brought down, he must feel 
himself but a worm in the presence of his 
Maker, and think it the highest honour to 
be permitted to learn when his God con- 
descends to teach. 
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in the form of Lectures. 1 vol. 8vo., or 2 vols. 12mo., cloth, 9s. 

— A PRACTICAL EXPOSITION of ST. PAUL'S SECOND 
EPISTLE to the CORINTHIANS, and the EPISTLES to the GALA- 
TIANS, EPHESIANS, PHILIPPIANS, and COLOSSLANB ; in the 
form of Lectures. 1 vol Svc, or 9 vols. 19mo.,elotli,9s. 

— A PRACTICAL EXPOSITION of ST. PAUL'S EPISTLES 
totheTHESSALONIANS, to TIMOTHY, TITUS, PHILEMON, and 
the HEBREWS, in the form of Lectures. 1 rol. Svo., or 9 vols. ISmo., 
cloth, 9b. 

— A PRACTICAL EXPOSITION of the GENERAL EPISTLES 
of JAMES, PETER, JOHN, and JUDB, in the form of Lectuna. I toI. 
Bto., or 9 vols. 19mo., cloth, 9s. 

— CHRISTIAN CHARITY ; iti Obligatioiis and Olijeets, with 
reference to the present state of Society. In a Series of fitatmou. 
Second Edition. Bro. cloth, 9s., or l9mo., 6s. 

— APOSTOLICAL PREACHING CONSIDERED, in an Exa- 
mination of St. Paul's Epistles. Also, Four Sermons on Subjects ra- 
lating to the Christian Ministry, and preached on diffsrent occaslOM. 
Ninth Edition, enlarged, 8vo. cloth, 10s. 6d. 

— SERMONS on the PRINCIPAL FESTIVALS of the CHRIS- 
TIAN CHURCH : to which are added. Three Sermons on Good Filday. 
Fifth Edition, 8vo. cloth, 10s. 6d. 

— THE EVIDENCES of CHRISTIANITY, deilTed from iti 
NATURE and RECEPTION. Seventh Edition, 8vo. eloth, 10a. Sd.; 
or foolscap, 9s. 
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CANTERBURYi ARCHBISHOP OF. 

- A SBRIBS of SERMONS on the CHRISTIAN FAITH and 
OHARACTBR. Eighth Edition, 8vo. cloth, 10s.6d. ; or I2m6. 6§, 

— A TREATISE on the RECORDS of the CREATION, and 
OB th« MORAL ATTRIBUTES of the CREATOR. Sixth Edition. 
8to. eloth, !••. 6d. 

CHILDER81 REV. C.-SERHONS PREACHED AT NICE, 
b«twie«n the Yean 1843 and 1851. By the Rev. Charles Childbbs, 
British ChaphOn. Fcap. cloth, 4s. 

CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY; a CoUection of Letters addressed 
to Mourners. 82mo. cloth, gilt edges, 2s. 6d. 

CHRISTMAS IMPROVEMENT ; or, Hunting Mrs. P. A Tale, 
founded on Facts. Intended as a Christmas Bozf or those who wish to 
begin the New Tear without Her. T^lrd Edition, 8mo. cloth, Ss. 6d. 

CHRIST OUR EXAMPLE. By the author of " The Listener." 
Eighth Edition. Foolscap, cloth, 5s. 



1 . In the Object of Life. 
9. In the Rale of Life. 
3. In his Intercourse with the 
World. 



CONTSMTS. 



4. In the Condition of Life. 

5. In bis Sorrows. 

6. In his Joys. 

7. In his Death. 



CHRISTIAN OBSERVER, conducted by Members of the Esta- 
blished Church, published monthly, is. 6d. 

CHRONICLES OF CAMBER CASTLE, (The). A Tale of the 
Reformation. ISmo. cloth, 3s. 

CHURTONi REV. H. B. W.-THOUGHTS on the LAND of the 
MORNING; a Record of Two Yisito to Palestine, 1849..50. By H. B. 
Wbitakbb Chdrtov, M.A., Ticar of Icklesham, Sussex, ChapUin to 
the Lord Bishop of Chichester, and late Preacher of the Charterhouse. 
Second Edition, corrected and enlarged. Crown 8ro. with numerous illus- 
trations, cloth, 10s. dd. 

" The pious and accomplished Author of this work has traversed the Bast 
as one who looks to the ultimate restoration of the people of Israel to their 
long lost inheritance, and to the favour of God, ^ The volume is per- 
vaded by a spirit of deep piety, and it will be an agreeable and profitable 
companion to all students of the Sacred Volume. Its details are, through- 
out, most interesting ; and the engravings by which it is illustrated are in all 
cases extremely well executed, and in many instances are eminently beautiful. 
We should sajr, that from the elegance of the Yolume it would be a very 
appropriate gift to young persons of piety, who are habitual students of the 
Bible.**- A^iM Aevisw. v 



CLARKy REV. F. F -PLAIN SERMONS to COUNTRY COK- 

GRBGATIONS. By FmAHcie Fo&xmak Clabk, A.B., Head Mftster of 
the Chramnuur School, NewcMtle-ander-LyBe, and late Miniiter of Christ 
Church, Chorlej. ISmo. cloth, 0s. 

CLOSE, REV. F.-PASSION WEEK LECTURES ^ ddiveivd 
in the Parish Church, Cheltenham, in the year 1847. By the BeT.F. 
Closb, A.1L, Perpetual Curate. 12mo.eloth, fts. 

— MISCELLANEOUS SERMONS. Preached at Cheltenham. 
Second Edition. 2 vols. 8to. bds. Sis. 

— THE CATHOLIC DOCTRINE of the SECOND ADVENT 
of OUR LORD and SAVIOUR JBSU8 CHRIST, considered in a 
Course of Four Sermons, Preached in the Season of Advent, 1845. Fa^. 
doth, Is. 6d. 

COMMON SENSE for HOUSEMAIDS. By A Ladt. Second 
Edition, corrected. ISmo. Is. 6d. 

COMPANION to the BOOK of COMMON PRATER, of the 
United Church of England and Ireland. 94mo. doth, 2s. 8d. 

CONSISTENCY. By Chablottb Elizabxtb. Sixth Edition. 
18mo. hoards, 8s. 8d. 

COU8IN8| REV. D. U-EXTRACTS from the DIARY of a 
WORKHOUSE CHAPLAIN. By the Rct. D. L. Cooaiirs, A Ji. 13mo. 
cloth, 8s. 

CRAIC, REV. E.-BRIEF HINTS to CANDIDATES for HOLY 

ORDERS. By the Rev. Edward Craio. Fcap. cloth, 3s. 

Contents: — Choosing the Profession— Preparatory Study— Reading for 
Holy Orders— The Formnlariee— Composition — Sermon-MaUng— Preach- 
ing— Reading— Schools— Visiting— Dissent— Popery— Consistency, &c. 

CRUDENy A.~A COMPLETE CONCORDANCE to the HOLY 
SCRIPTURES of the OLD and NEW TESTAMENT ; or, A Dictiomaxt 
AHD Alphabkticai. Ikobz TO TBM BiBLB. In Two Parts. To iHiidi 
is added, A Cokcobdavck to the Apocrtpba. By Audcaitdsb 
Crodck, M.A. The Ninth Edition. With a Life of the Author, by 
AI.XXAVDCR Cbalmxrs, F.S.A. 4to. boards, II. Is. 

CUNNINCHAMi REV. J. W.-SERMONS. By the Bey. J. W. 
CiniiniroHAM, A.1L, Ylcar of Harrow, and late Fellow of St. John's Col- 
lege, Cambridge. Fifth Edition. S vols. Sro. bds. IL Is. 

— SIX LECTURES on the BOOK of JONAH. Fcap. bda. St. 

THB VBLYET CUSHION. E;iev«ii^'&di^Qii« YoK^.^idi.tw. 
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DON, J.-HOBTUS OANTABBIGIBNSIS ; or, an Accented 
Catalogue of Indigenous and Exotic Plant* cultivated in the Cam- 
bridge Botanic Garden. By the late Jambs Doh, Curator, with the 
addltiona and improvemente of the succeseiTe Editors: — P. Pursh» J. 
Lindley, Ph.D., F.B.8., &c, and the late O. Sinclair, F.L.8. &c. The 
Thirteenth Edition, now fiirther enlarged, improved, and brought down to 
the present time. By P. N. Dov. 8vo. cloth, 84s. 

DRUMMOND, H.-SOCIAL DUTIES on CHBISTIAN PBIN- 

CIPLES. By HsNRY Drommuhd, Esq., M.P. Fifth Edition. Fcap. 
cloth, 4a. 

BIQHTBBN MAXIMS of NBATNBSS and OBDBB. To which 
is prefixed an Introduction by Thcrbba Tiov. Twenty-fourth Edition. 
I8mo. sewed, 6d. 

EDELM AN, REV. W.-SBBMONS on the HISTOBT of JOSEPH. 
Preached in the Parish Church of St. Mary, Wimbledon. By tht Rev 
W. BoBLMAN, Perp. Curate of Merton. 12mo. cloth, fts. 

— THE 7AMILT PASTOB; or. Short Sermom for Family Bead- 
ing. 12mo. cloth, 8s. 6d. 

I 

EDMUND8|REV.J.-THB SEVEN SAYINGS OF OHBIST 

ON TEUS CROSS. Seven Lent Lectures. To which is prefixed a Gospel 
Harmony ef the Passion of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. With 
Explanatory Notes. By the Rev. Johv Ediiunos, M.A., formerly Fellow 
of the University of Durham. Fcap. cloth, 3s. 6d. 

— SEBMONS, preached for the most part in a Country Chnrch in 
the Diocese of Durham. Second Series. Fcap. cloth, 5s. 6d. 

**The Sermons contained in this volume are generally sound and emi- 
nently practical, and admirably adapted for the purpose for which they are 
published— to be read in families to children and servants on the Sunday 
•Tening."-/o»ii BuU. 

** The Sermons are calculated for the benefit of such congregations as that 
to which they were addressed. They are plain, scriptural, and practical. 
Th^ pretend to no ambitious fiights. We hope they have been blessed to 
those who heard them, and may aff^ord similar benefit to many others into 
whose hands they may faU."--€%rMiaii Timet, 

ELLIOTT, REV. C. B.-THE BEY. G. B. ELLIOTT'S HOBJS 

APOCALTPTICiB ; Abridged for the School-room, and for Family Read- 
ing. Second Edition, revised and corrected. With a Recommendatory 
Notice by the Author of the **'Eiom Apocalyptic*.** Fcap. cloth, 6s. 

ELWINi REV. F.-EFHBAIM ; a Course of Lectures delivered 
during Lent, at the Octagon Chapel, Bath. By the Rev. Fouhtain 
RhwiM, Ticar of Temple, Brlstol,andoneof the Ministers of the Octagon 
ChapeL ISmo. cloth, 8s« 

"a ^ 




/ 



FAS OFF: Part L; or Ada and Autialia Described. Wiih 
Awedoim aad KmMnMu ntastnllOM. By tht Aathor of '* Feep of 
Daj/'Are. Tcatli TbooMiid. Fesp. doth, 4s. 

'^ W« Imto fometfiiiM met Otrgjwam who are in tht habit of ondoavooring 
to fnmau tho If ktionary caiue ia thoir partahes, who would bo thaakfol 
for mteb a little book as this. It leenu to ns jost the sort of book that 
might b« read ont to a elaee of yoong penons, either in National Sclioole or 
otherwfte, and whieh wonld bo eortain to intereet them eieeadinftljr.*— 
JBn0Uk SevUie, 

^ FAR OFF: Fart 11. ; or, Africa and America Deecribed. 
With Aneedotee and Kmneroue nbutiationa. Fo^ doth, te. 

PINCHER, J.-THB ACHIBYBMENTS of PBATBR. Se- 
lected exdntirelyfrom the Holy Beriptnies. By the late Josara FiacHaa, 
Beq. With a Teitimony to the Work by Jamea Montgoinevy, Biq.» 
SbeAeld. Third Edition. 12mo. cloth, 6a. 

— THE INTERPOSITION of DIVINE PEOVIDENCR. Be- 
leoted exelusivelyfrom the Holy Scripturei. ISmo. cloth, 6b 

FORSYTH, REV. J. H.-SEBHONS by the late EBV. JOHN 

HAMILTON FORSYTH, M.A., Curate of Weaton^oper-Mare, and 
afterward! Miniater of Dowry Chapel, Clifton, Domestic Chaplain to the 
Marquia of Thomond. With a Memoir of the Author. By the Rev. 
BowARD WiLaov, M.A, Vicar of Nocton, Lincolnahire. Third Edition. 
8ro. cloth, with large Portrait, lOa. 6d. 

** The character of Mr. Forsyth ia one whieh we greatly admire,'* fte.— 
OhriiUan Obitrvtr, 

QARBETT, ARCHDEACON.-DIOOESAN SYNODS AND 

CON VOCATION. A Charge deliTcred to the aeigy and Churchwardens 
of the Archdeaconry of Chichester. August, 1852. By the Venerable 
jAiiaa OAmaaTT, M.A., Archdeacon of Chichester. Second Edition. 
•to. 9s. 6d* 

— OHRIST on EARTH, in HEAVEN, and on the JUDaMENT 
BEAT. 9 vols. ISmo. doth, 19s. 

** No one can read these Tolomes withcat great delight and proflt."— 

— PAROOHIAL SERMONS. 2 Tola. 8to. doth, each 128. 

^ CHRIST at PROPHET, PRIEST, and KING; being a 
Vludtcatlon of the Church of Bnglaad firom Theological NoTeltlea,in Bight 
l/#c(ur«i, preached before the UnlTersity of Oxford, at Canon BaoiDtoa'a 
X^eolure, IMtf . 8 Tola. 8to. cloth, \U it, ^^ 
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GARBETTy ARCHDEACON. 

—> THE BEATITUDES of the MOUNT. In Seyenteen Sennons. 
ISmo. cloth, 7i* 

" There to a depth and a soUdity in theie dtocounes, which fovounbly 
Jiftii^giilfnh theia from to many of the superficial productions with which 
the press to teeming. The reader cannot but feel that he has something 
weoih thinking of presented to him ; and the more he ponders them the 
grealM' will be hto profit/'—Chttrck </ Ei^gUmd Magofine. 

*' Of Ardideaoon Garbett's Sermons it to impossible to speak too hi|^/' 



" The Sermons, apart from the text, are such as the catholicity and piety 
of Archdeacon Garbett would lead us to expect. The Beatitudes suggested 
to hto earnest and spiritual mind many high and holy thoughto, and leaving 
the beaten track of commentating, he wrote down these thoughts. To read 
with ordinary attention what he has written, and not be pleased and edified, 
wondd be impossible. He speaks out ot the fblness of a warm heart and well- 
coltiTated mind, and we earnestly hope that many thousands, whom hto 
Uidng ministrations cannot reach, will hear him speak through the medium 
of thto charming volume."— Christian Timet. 

GIBBONi E.-THE HISTORY of the DECLINE and FALL 
of the ROMAN EMPIBB. By Eowa&o Gibbon, Esq. New Edition. 
8 Toto. 8to. cloth, 31, 

GIBSON, BISHOP.— THE SACRAMENT of the LORD'S 
SUPPER EXPLAINED. With suitable Prayers and Meditations. By 
Bdhditd Gibson, D.D., late Lord Btohop of London. Reprinted from 
he Twelh Edition. Fcap. cloth, Ss. 6d. 

THE GIPSIES. Dedicated, by pemuBsion, to James Crabb, the 
Gipsies* Friend. Fcap. cloth, 4s. 6d. 

GOODE, REV. F.-THE BETTER COVENANT PRACTI- 
CALLT CONSIDERED, from Hebrews viil. 6, 10— IS ; with a Supplb- 
MBXT on Philippians ii. IS, 18, and Notes. By the latiT Rev. F. Gooob, 
M.A. Fifth Edition. To which is added, A Sermon on Jer. zxai. 
81—34. Fcap. cloth, 7«* 

GOODE. REV. W.-THE NATURE of CHRIST'S PRE- 
SENCE in the EUCHARIST. By W. Gooob, M.A., F.S.A., Rector of 
AUhallows the Great and Less. 8vo. In the Press. 

— AID for DETERMINING SOME DISPUTED POINTS 
in the CEREMONIAL of the CHURCH OF ENGLAND. Second 
Edition, 8vo., cloth, 4s. 

— A VINDICATION of the DOCTRINE of the CHURCH 
of ENGLAND on the Validity of the Orders of the Scotch and Foreign 
Non-Episcopal Churches. 8vo. cloth, 6s. 

— THE DOCTRINE of the CHURCH OF ENGLAND 
aa to tlM Bffeete of Baptism in the case of InCuits. With an Appen 
diz, eoBtainhif the Baptismal Senrieee of Lather and the Nuremberg and 
Cologne Lituq^. Beeoad Bditiea. 8?o«» eUrth» lAe. 
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THE GOSPEL of OTHER DATS 9t, Tlwvghti on Old nd 

Hew TflrtHMBt Seriptm. BytiMAatkdvaf •* BMdTtoeaMlHarvert.'' 
Mao. ekrtli, Ss. 

•* It to ft nvet of mwh gmtHlnrtlon to be akte to iiiiwwiiiil » work 
oT this kfakl whn ao audi pif ihm to mmt^ to bo dEectoi tfani^h 
fliBllor ■ioin. ITo porant nood hmt to plofet this book in tike heade of bit 
ehfldraa, for it aboaodi with tnitha Mt o«t ia » finidBBr itTle 
to iMort proftteble nanlti^''— Bdr« Mmwftr, 

*' We beertOj weleooie the Bttle book .... Ae « 
pnwthel umkvnmhM of m gmt aidjeet iato »' 
hevtily mnimeeii it."— AUhcrrfdhV rM^r 
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CmrFITHy REV. T.-THE AFOSTLES' CREED, m 
Sxpoeftion of the Chrfatfaui Faith, eoaeidered !■ relation to the vaaU of 
the ReHsloasSeaee, and certain errors of tlieP^eeent Day. BytheB«Y. 
TsoM AaOBirvmi, A JI.,]fiidater of Baai's Episcopal Chapel, HooMrtoa, 
Itmo.cloth^lOe. 

— OUR BAPTISMAL STANDING PRACTICALLY CON- 
SIDERED. 12mo.le.id. 

— THE SPIRITUAL LIFE. Sixth EditioB. Fcap. cloth, 5fl. 

— LIVE WHILE TOU LIVE; or, Scriptiue dews of Hn- 
maaliife. Fifth Edition. 18mo. cloth, 9e.6d. 

— THE LORD'S PRATER, contemplated as the Expiession 
of tlie Primarj Blemente of Derootaeee. Second BditioB. Fo^.Sro. 
cloth, 3i. tfd. 

^ SERMONS, preached in St. James's Chapel, Ryde. Second 
Edition. Fcap. 8to. cloth, 8e. 

— CONFIRMATION and the BAPTISMAL VOW: for 

Gateetramena, Conunnnieante, Parent*, and Sponeori. Tliird Edition. 
FcH^. 8to. cloth, Si. dd. 

~ CONFIRMATION; Its Nature, Importance, and Benefits. 
Foortb Edition, 4d., or 3s.6d. a dosen. 

— THE LORD'S SUPPER; its Nature, Requirements, and 
BeneAts. Tldrd Edition. Fcap. 8ro. doth, 2a. 6d. 

CRACLIA, C'A POCKET DICTIONARY of the Italian 
and English Langnsges. By C. Geaoua. Square 18mo. bound, 4e. 6d. 

QRAY, MRS. H.-HISTORY of ROME for Young Persons. 
By Mrs. Hamiltodp GaAv, with numerous Wood Engravings. 2 toIs. 
ISmo. cloth, 12s. 

" A Tery ingenious attempt to bring the recent discoveries of the critical 
school into working competition with the miserable Ooldsmitlu and Pinnociu 
of our youth.** 'O^riftton Bemembranear. 

** The clear, lively, and pleasing style of narration is sdmirably-ealenlated 
to mwmkea mnd f oitein the attention."— AMMtftcei. 
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CRAY, MRS. H. I 

— EMPERORS OF ROME FROM AUGUSTUS TO CON- 
ST ANTINE : being « ContiniutUon of the History of Rome. 1 toL ISmo. 
with lUuatratioiie, 8s. 

'* So many applications are made to as for histories suited to a.period of 
life when the mind is beginning to develope its power, and to find satisfac- 
tion in connecting the past with the present and the futnre in human affairs, 
that we are induced to recommend these volumes, which however widely 
circuited, have not half the circulation which they deserve. They are clearl> 
written. They neither minister to childish imbecility, or take for granted 
a measure of knowledge which cannot be lawfully expected of the young. 
They present the page of history as it really is— not a series of dry details, 
nor of gorgeous spectacles, but with enough of plain fact to instruct the 
understan^g, and of romantic incident to kindle the sympathies and affec- 
tions. The German school of historical doubters are neither listened to by 
Mrs. Gray as oracles, nor rejected as impostors. Niebuhr is heard, without, 
as in some cases, being worshipped. Those will do little Justice to these 
volumes who r^ard them as of value only to the young. We know of no 
book of the kind in whieh the upper classes of public schools may more sue- 
cessfully study those facts of which they are apt to be miserably ignorant, 
and in which their fathers may find more suggestive hints for the Pulpit and 
the Senate."— CJkristian <M)terver. 

** We have no hesitation in saying, that this is one of the best histories of 
the Roman Empire for children and yAung people which lias come under our 
notice. Mrs. Hamilton Gray has made herself acquainted with at least some 
of the more important ancient writers on the subject of which she treats, 
and also with the criticisms of If iebuhr and other modem investigators of 
Roman history."— il(A«fueum. 

'* It may be recommended as a clear, rapid, and well arranged summary 
of facts, pointed by frequent but brief reflections. . . . The book is a 
very good compendium of the Imperial History, primarily designed for chil- 
dren, but useful for vXL"—8p€elaior. 

** It would be an erroneous impression to convey of this volume, that it is 
written solely for schools and children. In reality it is an abridgment far 
more likely to be useful to grown-up persons, who can reflect upon the 
working of general laws, and make their own observations upon men and 
things. A striking characteristic of the book is the impartiality of its 
political tone, and its high moral feeling." — Examiner. 

— THE HISTORY of ETRURIA. Part I. TARCHUN 
AND HIS TIMES. From the Foundation of Tarquinia to the Foun- 
dation of Rome. Part II. FROM THE FOUNDATION OF ROME 
TO THE GENERAL PEACE OF ANNO TARQUINIENSIS, 839, 
B. C. 348. 2 vols, post 8vo. cloth, each 12b. 

** A work which we strongly recommend as certain to afford pleasure and 
profit to every reader." — Athefuntm. 

— TOUR to the SEPULCHRES of ETRURIA in 1839. 
Third Edition. With numerous Illustrations, post 8vo. cloth, U. Is. 

** Mrs. Gray has won an honourable place in the large assembly of 
modem female writers." — (^uarterlp Review. 

** We wamly recommend Mrs. Graj's most useful and interesting volume." 
-~BdU$Umrgh Reviem, 

\^1 
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CRAY, REV. J. H -EXPLANATION of the CHURCH CA- 
TUCH ISM. With Scripture Proofs, for the use of Snndfty SehooU. By 
tlie Rer. John Hamilton Gray, M.A., of Bfagdftlen College, Oxford; 
Yicar of BoUover and ScarclifT. Second Edition. ISmo. cloth. Is. 

GRAY, MI88. A. T.-THB TWIN PUPILS ; or, Edueation at 
Home. -A Tale addressed to the Yoong. By Ann Thomson Gnat. 
Fcap. cloth, 7s. 6d. 

'* The story is well planned, well varied, and well written.** — SptOator. 

" More soand principles and nseftil practical remarks we have not lately 
met in any work on the much treated subject of education. The book is 
written with liYeliness as well as good sense/'— Ltterary Oazetie. 

** A volume of excellent tendency, which may be put with safety and 
advantage into the hands of w^-educated young people.— Jffvoivelieal 
Moffosine. 

CRIMSTON, HON.MI8S.-ABBANaEMENToftlie COMMON 
PRAYER BOOK and LESSONS, Dedicated, by Permiselon,to Her Ma- 
jesty. 

The peculiar advantage of this arAngement eonsists in having the entire 
Morning and Evening Service printed in a large clear type, in two portable 
Tolamea, one for the Morning and the other for the Evening. 

The following are the prices : — 

£ 8. d. 

Royal 18mo. Morocco elegant • - - 1 15 

Ditto plain . - • I 10 

Ditto calf gilt leaves • -ISO 

Royal .')2 no. Morocco elegant - - - 1 4 

Ditto phfcin - - -110 

Ditto ealf gilt leaves- . 10 

HANKIN80N, REV. T. E.- POEMS. By Thomas Edwards 
H AKKiNsoN, M. A.,Iate of Corpus Christi College, Cambridge, and Minister 
of St. Matthew's Chapel, Denmark HiU. Edited by his Brothers. Fourth 
Edition. Fcap. doth, 7s. 

— SEBMONS. Svo. cloth, lOs. 6d. 

HARE,REV.A.W.-SEBMONS to a COUNTBY CONGBEGA- 
TION. By Adoustds William Hark, A.M., late Fellow of New 
College, and Rector of Alton Barnes. Seventh Edition. S vols. ISmo. 
eloth, lOs. 

" They are, in truth, as appears to us, compositions of very rare merit, 
and realise a notion we have always entertained, that a sermon for our rural 
congregations there somewhere was, if it could be hit off, which in language 
should be familiar without being plain, and In matter soUd wiUiout being 
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HABBT BBIGHTSIDE ; or, the Yoong Trereller in Italy. By 
AuvT LooiSA. Fca|u 4s. Od. 

*'It will be a very popular Boys' Book, and we trast may exereise a 
banelleial influence upon the minds of all its young readers."— i7idkfr<f0A'« 

" A book of instruction and nmusement for young people, contiUns much 
information on the scenery, topoj^raphy, works of art, and antiquities of 
Italy, written in a pleasing and familiar style, and in a spirit which eom- 
mends the book to the use of Juvenile readers."— X<(erary OateUe, 

HASTINGS, REV. H. J.-THE WHOLE ARMOUR of 
OOD. Four Sermons, preached before the University of Cambridge, 
during the month of May, 1848. By Hskry Jambs Hastikob, M.A., of 
Trinity College, Honorary Canon of Worcester, Rural Dean, Rector of 
Areley Kings, Woroestw^lre. Feap. eloth, 8s. 6d. 

" These are plain, sensible discourses, and apparently very well adapted 
to engage the attention of those to whom they were addressed."— £i^piif A 

— PAROCHIAL SERMONS, from Trinity to Advent. 8yo- 
cloth, ISs. 

HATCHARD, REV. T. C.-FOOD FOR MY FLOCK; being 
Sermons delivered in the Parish Church of Havant, Hants. By T. 
Goodwin Hatchard, M.A., Rector of Havant, and Domestic Chaplain 
to the Marquis Conyngham. Fcap. cloth, 5s. fid. 

*' These Sermons are marked by unaffected piety, great clearness of expo- 
sition, and a direct plainness of style and purpose which render them pre- 
eminently practical."— AWCannia. 

'* A set of plain, spirited discoveries, which are not unlikely to disturb 
the repose of the drowsy, and to send home simple truths to the hearts that 
heed them. The Sermons are, besides, scriptural in their doctrinal views, 
charitable in temper, unpolemical, rather asserting the ttuth than contend- 
ing for it"— Ckrif/ioM Oburvtr, 

HERVEY. REV. LORD A.— THE INSPIRATION of HOLY 
SCRIPTURE. Five Sermons, preached before the University of Cam- 
bridge in December, 1855. By the Rev. Lord Arthur Hbbtxt, BLA., 
Rector of IckworUi with Horringer. Svo. cloth, Ss. 6d. 

HIFFERNAN. REV. J. M.-SKETCHES FROM OUR 
LORD'S HISTdRY. Hy the Rev. J. M. Hiffbbkan, A.M., Author of 
** Characters and Events in Scripture," *' Watch unto Prayer." Fcap. 
5s. 

HINTS on EARLY EDUCATION and NURSERY DIS- 
CIPLINE. Sixteenth Edition. ISmo. cloth, 3s. 6d. 

HINTS for REFLECTION. Compiled from yarious Authors. 
Third Edition. 82mo. cloth, 2s. 



i 



16 WORKS PUBLISHED BY 



HISTORY of JOB, in Language adapted to Children. By the 
Author of the *' Peep of Day," '* Line upon Line/' &e. 18mo. cloth. Is. 

HOARE, REV. E.-THE SCRIPTURAL PRINCIPLES of 
onr Protestant Church. By the Rev. Edward Hoarb, A^M., Incumbent 
ot Christ Church, Elanisgate. Second Bdition. 12mo. cloth, Ss. 

— THE TIME OF THE END ; or. The World, the Visible 
Church, and the People of God, at the Advent of the Lord. Third 
Edition. I2mo. cloth, l8.6d. 

— THE COMMUNION. AND THE COMMUNICANT. 
iSmo. Ss. per dozen. 

HODGSON. REV. C. - FAMILT PRATERS FOR ONE 
M0N'TJ9.. By rarious Clergymen. Arranged and Edited by the Rev. 
Crarlbs HoDOSOK, M. 4., Rector of Barton-le-Street, Yorkshire. 
Abridged Edition. To which have been added, Praybrs for Particular 
Sbabons, and Pktttions rir Timr or War. 

An\ongst the Contributors are His Grace the Archbishop of Canterbury, the 
late Rev. Chancellor Raikes, the Ven. Archdeacon Sandford, the late Rev. 
J. Haldane Stewart, Rev. Charles Bridges, Rev. C. A. Thurlow, the late 
Rev. EL Bickersteth, dec, &c. Fcap. cloth, Ss. 6d. 

HOLIDAYS At LYNMERE : or, Conversations on the 
Miracles of our Lord. By a Lady. Edited by the Rev. Charles F. 
Mackrnzik, M.A., Fellow of Caius College, Cambridge. 18mo. cloth, 3s. 6d. 

HOPE, DR.- MEMOIRS of the LATE JAMES HOPE,M.D., 
Physician to St. George's Hospital, &c. &c. By Mrs. Hopr. To which 
are added, REMARKS on CLASSICAL EDUCATION. By Dr. Hops. 
And LETTERS from a SENIOR to a JUNIOR PHYSICIAN. By Dr. 
BuRDBR. The whole edited by Klbin Grant, M.D., &c. Ac. Fourth 
Edition. Post 8vo. cloth, 7s. 

** The general, as well as the medical reader, will find this a most 
interesting and instructive volume.*' — OenUeman*t Magagine, 

** A very interesting memoir to every class of r^ers.**— CTkrMian Ob- 
terver. 

HOPE, WRS.-SELF-EDUCATION and the FORMATION 
of CHARACTER : Addressed to the IToung. By Mrs. Hopb. Second 
Edition, Revised. 18mo. cloth, Ss. 6d. 

** Parents and teachers will gain many useful hints from the perusal of this 
volume." — Record* 

HOWARD, J.-MEMOIRS of JOHN HO WARD, the Christian 

Philanthropist: with a Detail of his extraordinary^ LRbours; and an Ac- 
count of the Prisons, Schools, Lazarettos, and Public Institutions he 
visited. By Thomas Taylor, Esq., Author of ** The Life of Cowper," 
Ac. ftc. Second Edition. With a Portrait. 12mo. cloth, 7t* 
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HUMS $t SMOLLETT.-THE HISTORY of ENGLAND, 
fr<mi the iBvadtm of Jalioa Cmnr to the Death of Oeorge the See<md. By 
D. HuMB and T. Smollbtt. 10 yoIs. 8to. cloth, 41. 

JACKSON, REV. F. — SERMONS. By the Rer. Fridbrio 
jACKSOir, Incombent of Parson Drove, Isle of Ely. Second Series. 

Feap. oloth, 6b. 

**Disooarse8 addressed to a Tillage confregatfon. The chief aim of the 
preacher has been to enforce practical conclusions for the guidance of the 
humblest, from some of the most striking events or sentiments of Seilpture. 
The style is plain and forcible.*'-H6fi»eelator. 

— A FIRST SERIES OF SERMONS. Fcap. cloth, 5g. 

JEWSBURYi MISS M. J.-LETTEBS to the TOUNa. By 
Mawa Javb JBWSBUBT. Fifth Edition. Fcap. oloth, ito. 

INSTRUCTIONS in the ROMISH CONTROVERST, founded 

on the best Authorities, and adapted to the present times : being a Review 

and Refutation of the Errors and Anti Christian Doctrines of the Roman 

Church ; with Bemarlu oa the perilous position of her MMnbers, and 

esp<:ciaUy of Apostates to her Communion ; to which is added a copious 

Appendix of Illustrative Notes. By A GuciiOTMAir of tbb Cbubcs of 

Enolavd. 

This Work, which is founded chiefly on the UMOswerable treatises of 
Archbishop Usher, Bishops Stillingfleet, Bull, and Jeremy Taylor, Dr. 
Hammond, Dr. Barrow, and other eminent Divines, forms a compre* 
hensive Manual of Instruction on the controverted questions betwe«i the 
Church of England and the Church of Rome. 8vo. i». 6d. 

THE INTERROGATOR ; or, Universal Ancient History, in 
Questions and Answers. By a Ladt. 12mo. roan, As. 

JOHNSONi DR -A DICTIONART of the ENGLISH LAN- 
GUAGE. By Samvbl JoHNSOH, L.L.D. Abridged by Chalmbrs. 8vo. 
18s., or 18mo. bound, 2s. Od. 

LINE UPON LINE; or, a Second Series of the Earliest Religions 
Instruction the Infimt Hind Is capable of recelviBg ; with Yerses lllustra- 
tivt of the Subjects. By the author of ** Tho Peep of Day,'* Ae, Part I. ^ 
Sixlietli Thousand. Part II. Fifty-third Thousand. 18mo. ctoth, each 
«s..Od. 
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LAMB, REV. R.-SERMONS on PASSING SEASONS and 
EVENTS. Uy Robsrt Lamb, M.A., St. Jofan'B College, Oxford, Incum- 
bent of St. Paul's, Manchester. I8mo. 7t* 

** Contains yaloable specimens of pulpit teaching, ervency of spirit being 
combined with a thorough appreciation of Gospel trutli." — BdF$ Weekljf 
Messenger. 

** Very ably written."— Cfturc^b and State OaseUe* 

<* Inculcating practical lessons. The Christianity is Protestant; the 
matter sulMtantial ; and the style possesses a plain strength." — Spo^aior. 

** The teachings of a pious mind.**~Oui:/bnl UnltfersUif Herald, 

'* Well calculated to awaken the interests of the most callous listeners."— 
BriUmnia. 

** Plain, sometimes forcible."— CTiMrdian. 

'* Plain, earnest, practical discourses. The style is simple and forcible, 
and while the author's learning is apparent, there is no display of pedantry 
unsuited to his themes."- £i(miry Oiuette. 

" The style is elegant, and the compositions are faultless. The sentiments 
also are good, and precious truths are interspersed."— CftrMian Times. 

" Deserve commendation for the earnestness of their tone. We find pas- 
sages of true eloquence ; not exuberant, but chastened by refined taste.**— 
TheCritU. 

LIGHT in the DWELLING ; or, a Harmony of the Four Gospels, 
with very Short ind Simple Remarks adapted to Reading at Family 
Prayers, and arranged in 865 sections, for every day of the year. By the 
Author of ** The Peep of Day," **Line upon Line," &c. Rerised and 
corrected by a Clergyman of the Church of England. Twelfth Thousand. 
ISmo. cloth, 8s. ; or, in 8to., large type, 12s. 

*' Those who use this interesting and beautifully written manual, will have 
* Light in the Dwelling.' We can, with a good conscience, and an enlight- 
ened conviction, recommend the work, both for family and private reading." 
—Evangelieal Magassins. 

MACEEy REV. W. C.-SBBMONS deUvered at St. Saviour's 
Church, Bath. By the Rev. W. 0. Maokjb, B.A. Second Edition. 
ISmo. cloth, fis. 

— SERMONS at the Octagon Chapel, Bath. Fcap. cloth, 78. 6d. 

MANCHESTER, DUKE OF.-THE FINISHED MTSTERY; 
to which is added, an Examination of a Work by the Rev. David Brown, 
entitled ** Christ's Second Coming. Will it be ' PremiUennial?'" By 
Gborob, Ddki or Maitchbstsb. Bvo. cloth, 128. " 
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M'NEILE, rev. DR-LECTURBS on the CHURCH of BNGh 
LAND, delivered in London, March, 1840. By Hugh M<N«lb, 
D.D., Hon. Canon of Chester, and Incumbent of St. Paul's Church, 
Prince's Park, Liverpool. Eighth Edition. 12mo. cloth, ffs. 

— LECTURES on the SYMPATHIES, SUFFERINGS, and RE- 
SCJRRECTION of the LORD JESUS CHRIST, deUvered in Liverpool 
during Passion Week and Easter Day. Third Edition. 12mo. cloth, 
4s. 6d. 

MARRIOTT, REV. H.-SERMONS on the CHARACTER and 
DUTIES of WOMEN. By the Rev. Harvby Marriott, Yicar of 
Loddiswell, and Chaplain to the Right Honourable Lord Kenyon. 12mo. 
cloth, 4s. 6d. 

— FOUR COURSES of PRACTICAL SERMONS. 8yo. 
each 10s. 6d. 

MARSDEN, REV. J. B.-The HISTORT of the EARLT PURI- 
TANS; from the Reformation to the Opening of the Civil War In 1648. 
By J. B. Marsdbn, M.A. Second Edition. 8vo. cloth, 108.6d. 

— The HISTORY of the LATER PURITANS ; from the Open- 
ing of the Civil War in 1642, to the Ejection of the Non-conforming 
Clergy in 1662. Second Edition. Bvo. cloth, 10s. 6d. 

MARSHALL, MI8S.-EXTRACTS from the RELIGIOUS 
WORKS of FENELON, Archhishopof Camhray. Translated from the 
Original French. By Miss Marshall. Eleventh Edition,with a Portrait. 
Fcap. cloth, ffs. 

MEEK, REV. R.-THE MUTUAL RECOGNITION and EX- 
ALTED FEUCITT of GLORIFIED SAINTS. By the Rev. Robjbrt 
Mbek, M.A., Rector of St. Michael, Sutton Bonnington, Notts. Fifth 
Edition. Fcap. cloth, 3s. 6d. 

— PRACTICAL and DEVOTIONAL MEDITATIONS on 
the LORD'S SUPPER, or Holy Communion. 18mo. cloth, 2s. 6d. 

— PASSION WEEK; a Practical and Devotional Exposition of 
the Gospels and Epistles appointed for that Season, composed for the 
Closet and the Family. 12mo. hoards, 4s. 
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MONCREIFF, REV. Q. R. - CONPIEMATION RECORDS. 
By tbe R«t. O R. Mohcrcipf, M.A., Rector of Tattenhall. Second 
Bdftioii, with fto Appen4iz. Foap. eloMi, fs. 0d. 

MOSHEIMy DR.- INSTITUTES of ECCLESIASTICAL 

HISTORY. Ancioit sod Modem. By J. L. Yoir Momhbim, D.D. A new 
Mid roTiaed EditioB with AdditioM. By Hbmkt Soamm, ILA., Rector 
of Stapleford Tawney. 4 vois. 8to. cloth, 8L te. 

NATT, REV. JOHN.-POSTHUMOnS SERMONS. By tbe 
Rer. JoHV Natt, B.D., formerly FeSow of St. lolra's CkiHege, Oxford, 
and YicarofSt.Sepolefarelf, London. With a Freiiitory Memoir. ISmo. 

NEAR HOME; or, the Coantries of Europe described to 
Children, with Anecdotes. By the aathor of '* Peep of Day/' *< Light in 
the Dwelling," &c. lUastrated with namerons Wood Engimiriiift. 
Bighteenth Thonsand. Fcap. cloth, 5s. 

** It must be yery interesting to children. Those to whom we have read 
passages, taken at random, chtp their little hands with deiighL**—EnffttA 
Journal (if EduaUhn. 

*' A well-arraaged and well- written book for children ; compiled from the 
best writers on the various countries, and full of sound and useful infonn- 
atfen, pleasantly conveyed for the most part in the homely monosyllabic 
Saxon which children lean from their mothers and nurses."— ^MeiMnfm. 

NEW MANUAL of DEVOTIONS; containing Familj ftnd 
Private Prayers, the Office for the Holiy Commanion, in, 18ma bd., 4s. 

NEWNHAM, W.-A TRIBUTE of STMPATHT ADDRESSED 

to MOURNERS. By W. Nswnham, Esq., M.R.B.L. 

Contents: — 1. Indulgence of Grief. 8. Moderation of Grief. S. Rxces- 
sive Sorrow. 4. Advantages of Sorrow. 5. fiWf-examiBation. 6. Res^aation. 
7. Sources of Consolation. Tenth Edition. Fcap. cloth, 5s. 

— THE RECIPROCAL INFLUENCE of BODY and MIND 
CONSIDERED: As it affects the Great Oaestions of Education— Phre- 
nology— Materialism— Moral Advancement and Responsibility— Man's 
Free Agency— The Theory of Life— The Peculiarities of Mental Property 
—Mental Diseases— The Agency ef Mind upon the Body— Of Physical 
Temperameat upon the Manifestations of Mind— and upon the Expresdon 
of Religious Feeling. 8vo. cloth, 14e. 



NIGHT of TOIL ; or, a Familiar Account of the Laboars of the 
First Missionaries in the South Sea Islands. By the Author of * * The Peep 
of Day/' ** Near Home," &c. Fourth Edition. Fcap. cloth, 48. 

NIND, REV. W.-LECTURE-SERMONS. Preached in a 
Country Parish Church. By William Ninjd, M. A., Fellow of St. Peter'f 
College, Cambridge, and Vicar of Cherry Hinton. Second Series. 12mo. 
cloth, 68. 

** Sermons distini^ulBhed by brevity, good sense, and a plainness of 
manner and exposition which well adapt them for family perusal, especially 
as their style is neat and simple, not htkn,"— Spectator. 

** The many who have read the first volume of these sermons, will wel- 
come, no doubt, with Joy, the appearance of the second. They are readable 
and preachable ; and those of the second volume are even plainer and sim- 
pler than their predecessors. We recommend both volumes most heartily." 
— Engliih Review, 

NORTHESK, COUNTESS OF.-THE SHELTERING 

VINE. Selections by the Couirrass or Northxsk. With an Introduc- 
tion by the Rev. R. C. Trcitch, M.A. Third Thousand. 3 vols, small 
8vo. cloth, lis. 

The object of this Work is to afford consolation under the various trials 
of mind and body to which all are exposed, by a Selection of Texts and 
Passages from Holy Scripture, and Extracts from Old and Modem 
Authors, in Prose and Poetry, with a Selection of Prayers adapted to the 
same. 

** There is no published selection that we can call to mind which can, for 
an instant, bear comparison with this so efficiently made by Lady Northesk. 
In all respects, we have never seen a work so completely calculated to com- 
mand success."— Church and State Oanette* 

NUCENPS POCKET DICTIONARY of the FRENCH 
and ENGLISH LANGUAGES. The Twenty sixth Edition, revised by 
J. C. Tarvxr, French Master, Eton, &c. Square iSmo. bound, 4s. 6d. 

OAKLEY, REV. C. E.-THB ENGLISH BIBLE, AND ITS 
HISTORY. A Lecture delivered in the School-room at Tortworth Court, 
Gloucestershire, Janrary 28, itfS4. By the Rev. C. B. Oakley, B.A , 
Demy of Magdalen College, Oxford. 

OXENDEN, REV. A.-THE COTTAGE LIBRARY. Vol.1. 
The Sacrament of Baptism. By the Rev. AauTOir OzBimaH, Rector of 
Pluckley, Kent. 18mo. sewed. Is., or cloth. Is. 6d« 

** A little book of probably large usefulness. It avoids disputed points, 
but conveys a clear and simple view of the holy rite of baptism. It is admir- 
ably suited to the cottage, as well as to all places in which ignorance reigns 
upon the subject." — Chwrch caad State Gazette, 

— THE COTTAGE LIBBART. Vol. 2, THE SACRAMENT 
OF THE LORD'S SUPPER. Third Edition. IBmo. cloth. Is. 
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OXENDEN, REV. A. 

— THB COTTAGB LIBRAET. Vol. 3. A Plain History of 
the Cbiistian Church. Second Edition. 18mo. cloth, In. 

— THE COTTAGE LIBBABT. Vol. 4. Fervent Prayer, ISmo. 
lewed, If., or doth, la. M. 

— THB COTTAGE LIBBABT. Vol. 5. God's Message to tlie 
Poor: being Eleven Plain Sermona preached in Plaekley Church. Second 
Edition. 18mo. cloth, 2t. 

— THB COTTAGB LIBRABY. Vol. 6. The Story of Ruth. 
18mo. cloth, 2t. 

OXFORD, BISHOP OF.-FOUR SERMONS. Preached before 
Her MostGraciouB Majesty (^ueen Yietoria in 1841 and 1842. By Samocl, 
Lord Bishop of Oxford, Chancellor of the most Noble Order of the Garter, 
Lord High Almoner to the Queen. Published by command. Third Edition. 
Peap. 8vo. cloth, 48. 

PARKER, MISS F. S -TR'UTH WITHOUT NOVELTY; or, 
a Coarse of Scriptural Instruction for every Svnday in the Tear, inriBclpally 
designed for Private Family Instruction, and Sunday Schools. By Pxaitcbs 
S. Parkbb, Author of '* The Guiding Star and other Tales," '* The First 
Communion,'* &c. Second Edition. Fcap. cloth, 8s. 

PARRY, SIR W. E.-THOUGHTS on the PARENTAL CHA- 
RACTER of GOD. By Captain Sir WnbLisM Bdwaro Pab&t, RJf. 
Fifth Edition. 18mo. cloth. Is. 6d. 

PATERFAMILIAS-S DIARY of EVERYBODY'S TOTJR. 
Belgium and the Rhine, Munich, Switzerland, Milan, Geneva, and Paris. 
One vol. ISmo. prioc/is. eloth. 

" Thoroughly lively, sparkling, and witty, without reserve, from one end 
of the little volume to the other.*'— Xterofy OoMeUe, 

** Strikingj^ illustrates the power of a clever writer to throw fresh attrac- 
tions around the oldest topics.*'— JbTom/n^ Pott. 

** The coauaents on Sunday-trading abroad. Idolatry, and the religion of 
mere rights and ceremonies, do infinite credit to <he genuine Protestantism 
of the Author. We thoroughly approve of the spirit of the comments, and 
have no hesitation in pronouncing * Paterfuniliaafs Diary' tlis most Mmp*"g 
work of the iciad we have ever perused.*— JBritaania. 
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PEARSON, REV. J. N.-SUNDAY READINGS for the FA- 
MILY and the CLOSET. By the Rev. J. Norhah Pbabsoh, M.A. 
Incumbent of the District Church, Tunbridge Wells. ISmo. clotb, 7s* 

" Sound and practical."— fiHtit^b MagoMtne. 

** A most valuable work."— CfturcA cf England MaffOtUne, 

P££P of DAY ; or, a Series of the Earliest Religious Instruction 
the Infant Mind is capable of receiving. With Yerses illustrative of the 
Subjects. Ninety-fourth Thousand, revised and corrected. 18mo. cloth, Ss. 

PRACTICAL SUGGESTIONS TOWARDS ALLEVIATING 
the SUFFERINGS of the SICK. Part U. Fourth Edition. 12mo. 
cloth, 6s. 6d. 

PRAYERS, FAMILY AND PRIVATE. 

A FORM of PRAYERS, Selected and Composed fortbe Use 
of a Family principally consisting of Young Persons. Thirteenth 
Edition. i2mo. cloth, 28. 6d. 

FAMILY PRAYERS. By the late Henry Thornton, 
Esq. M.P. Thirty'second Edition. ISmo. cloth. Si. 

FAMILY PRAYERS for One Month. By various Clergy- 
men. Arranged and Edited by the Rev* Charlbh Hodgson, M. A. , 
Rector of Barton-Ie-Street, Yorkshire. Abridged Edition. To 
which have been added, Praybrs for Particular Skasons, and 
Pbtitioks in Timb of War. Fcap. cloth, Ss. 6d. 

A MANUAL of FAMILY and OCCASIONAL PRAYERS. 
By the Rev. William Sinclair, M.A., Incumbent of St. George's, 
Leeds. 18mo. cloth, 1». 6d. 

SEVENTY PRAYERS on SCRIPTURAL SUBJECTS: 
being a selection of Scripture Daily Readings for a Year; with 
Family Prayers for a Month. By Clergymen of the Church of 
England. Fifth Ten Thousand. 12mo. cloth, Ss. 

FAMILY PRAYERS. By thelateW. Wilberporce, Esq. 
Edited by his Son, the Rev. R. I. Wilberforce, Archdeacon of the 
East Riding of Yorkshire ; Vicar of Burton- Agnes, late Fellow of 
Oriel College. Eleventh Edition. Fcap. 8vo. sewed. Is. 6d. 

FAMILY PRAYERS for Every Day of the Week. Selected 
fkt>m various portions of the Holy Bible, with References. Third 
Edition. 12mo. boards, 28. 6d. 
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PRAYERS, FAMILY AND PRIVATE. 

FAMILY PRAYERS for Every Day in the Week. By 
Clcricus. 18mo. doth, Is. 6d. 

FAMILY PRATERS, composed from the Book of Psalms. 
By a Layman. Edited by G. W. LewiB, M.A., Yicar of Crich, Der- 
byshire. Fcap. cloth, 7a. 

PRAYERS and OFFICES of DEVOTION for Families 
and for Particular Persons, upon most occasions. By Bjbvjamik 
Jbitks. Altered and Improved by the Rev. Charles Simeon. 12mo. 
roan,48.6d. or 18mo. 3s. 

HELPS to DEVOTION; Morning and Evening Prayers for 
every day in the week, adapted for the use of Families. By 
H. Tattam,D.D., Archdeacon of Bedford. 12mo. boards, 2s. 6d. 

SHORt FAMILY PRAYERS for Every Morning and 
Evening of the Month. Selected and Arranged from the Liturgy, 
Psalms, and various eminent Writers. By William Soltad , Esq . 
Member of the Church of England. Second Edition. l2|po. 
cloth, 3s. 

A COURSE of MORNING and EVENING PRAYERS, 
for the use of the Families of the Poor. ISmo. sewed, 6d., or 5s. per 
floien. 

FORMS of PRAYERS, adapted for the use of Schools and 
Young Persons. ByJ. Bkow. 18mo. cloth, 2s. 6d. 

PRIVATE PRAYERS for YOUNG PERSONS. By M. A. 

Fcap. cloth, 2s. 

A FEW PLAIN SHORT PRAYERS, intended to be sent 
with each set of Baby Linen lent to Poor Women. 24mo. sewed, 
Sd., or 28. 6d. per dozen. 

A COMPANION to the ALTAR, with Occasional Prayers. 
By Gbobob a. E. Marsh, A.M., Rector of Bangor, Flintshire. 
Third Edition. Boards, Is. 6d.; sheep, 28. ; calf, 38. 

NEWLY ARRANGED MANUALforCOMMUNlCANTS 
at the LORD'S SUPPER, including the Service for the Soly Com- 
aim/on. 94mo. bound, 3b. 



QUESTIONS and PRACTICAL REMARKS on the POR- 
TIONS of SCRIPTURE selected af the EpUtlee for each Sunday in 
the Year. By the Author of "Questionf on the Gospeli,'* Ac 18mo. 
doth, 28. 6d. 

RAWNSLEY, REV. R. D. B.-VILLAGE SERMONS. Se- 
cond Series. By R. Drummoitjd B. R awvslbt, M.A., Vicar of Shiplake» 
late Fellow of Magdalen College, Oxford. ISmo. 6s. 6d. 

'* Enforces the practical duties of religion and the beauty of holiness.**-- 
John Butt, 

** This is a Yolume of plain sermons in a simple unpretending style, 
adapted to the comprehmsion of the villagers to whom they are addressed, 
and inculcating many useful practical lessons."— CfturcJk qf Er^Uund 
Magazine* 

— SERMONS, CHIEFLY CATECHETICAL. )2mo. doth, 
ffs. 6d. 

" Their plainness brings them within the comprehension of the most il- 
literate, whilst their exposition and illustration of Gospel truth render them 
a medium of usefulness, which cannot be without the very best results.''^ 
BeU'9 Mettenger, 



RAWSTORNE, REV. W. E.-SEBMONS. By the Bey. Wiir 
lAAU Edward Rawstornb, MjL., Ticar of Ormskirk. 9 vols. fcap. 
cloth, each 4s. 6d. 

THE RECTOR in SEARCH of a CURATE. Poit 8to. 
cloth, 98. 

Contents^— 1. TheParish->2.TheCurate— 8. The Temporary Curate— 4, 
5. The Evangelieist — 6. The Evangelicals— 7. The Unfortunate Man— 8. The 
Scholar— 9. The Millennarian— 10. The Anglo-Catholic— 11. The Approved 
—12. The Ordination. > 

* * A lively and entertaining book."— Cftriillan Oinerver, 

* * Interesting and attractive."— £fpeetetor. 

THE BBDBEMBD BOSB ; or, Willie^s Best. By a Ladt. Fcap. 
cloth, 2s. 6d. 

*' The narrative is well told, there are passages of exquisite pathos, and 
* The Redeemed Rose' may be safely chused amongst the best books of its 
kind."— Clkriftton Timet, 

"It is a touching narrative, and we feel sure will be read with interest 
and proAt.*''C%«rch qf England Magatlne, 



36 WORKS PUBLISHED BY 



ROSS, REV. A.~A MEMOIR of the late REV. ALEX- 
ANDER ROSS, A.M., Rector of Banagher, in the Diocese of Derry, with 
a Selection of his Sennons. And a Prbvack by the Venerable John 
Hatdkn, M.A., Archdeacon of Derry. 8to. cloth » 10s. 6d. 

** Mr. Ross appears to have been a remarkable man. He had fine natural 
talents, and much acquired learning ; and all his attainments were devoted 
to the Saviour's glory. We have read the Memoir with great interest; and 
we think that no one can carefully peruse it without honouring the character 
therein pourtrayed, and feeling some additional spur to diligent advance- 
ment in God's service. The Sennons are weighty, and well deserve perusal. 
The volume is altogether most important, as it exhibits the history and 
labours of an Irish clergyman, wiio, by his position, saw much into that 
strifiB which is so keenly carried on between the truth of Scripture and the 
perversions of Bxnae.*'— Church qf England Magazine, 

RUSSELL, DR.-THE HISTORY of MODERN EUROPE. 
With an Account of the Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire; and 
a view of the Progress of Society, from the Rise of the Modem Kingdoms 
to the Peace of Paris in 1763. In a series of Letters from a Nobleman to 
his Son. New Edition, continued to the present time. 4 volt. Svo.eloth, 
£S]S8. 



RUPERTS LAND, BISHOP OF.-THENET in the BAY; 
or. Journal of a Yisit to Moose and Albany. By David AKOBBSoVf 
D.D., Bishop of Rupert's Land. With a Map of the Diocese. Fcap. 
dothy 4s. 0d. 

— NOTES of the FLOOD at the RED RIVER, 1852. Fcap. 
cloth, 2s- 6d. 

SCENES in OUR PARISH. By a Country Parson's Danghter. 
3 vols. 12mo. boards, each 5s. 

SCOTT, REV. T. -ESSAYS on the MOST IMPORTANT 
SUBJECTS in RELIGION. By the Rev. Thomas Scott, late Rector 
of Ashton Sandford, Bucks. With a Mbmoib of the AuTuoa. Fifteenth 
Edition. 12mo.fis.; 18mo. 3s.6d. 

SCRIPTURE CATECHISM ; extracted chiefly rom the Rer. 
EdwardBickersteth's ** Scripture Help." Designed to assist the Tout In 
acquiring a Knowledge of the Holy Bible, and to eemmend It to their tow. 
Bjr E, W, 1 8mo. li. sewed, li. 6d. doth. 
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SERMONS and EXTRACTS CONSOLATORY on the LOSS 
of FRIENDS. Selected from the Works of the moft eminent DiTines. 
Third Edition. 8yo. cloth, ISe. 

SHAKSPEARE-THE PLAYS of WILLIAM SHAKSPEARE, 
accurately printed from the Text of the Corrected Copies, a History of 
the Stage, and a Life of Shakspeare. By AvrnxAmoBB. CuAhUKVLB, F.S.A. 
8 vols. 8vo. £S 12b,, or 1 ▼ol.8vo. 10s. 6d. 

SHERWOOD, MRS.-THE GOLDEN GARLAND of IN- 
ESTIMABLE DELIGHTS. By Mrs. Shbbwood. ISmo. cloth, 6s. 

** It possesses greater reality, and even interest, than some more am- 
bitious-looking tales; every thing in the Golden Garland bears the stamp of 
tmth.'*— Spectator. 

"It serves as a vehicle to inculcate the sonndesimoral precepts/* Ac*-— 
Heraid. 

— THE MIBBOB OF MAIDENS in the Dayi of Good Qneen 
Bess. 18mo. cloth, 6s. 

— THE HISTORY of JOHN MARTEN. A Sequel to <• The 
Life of Henry Milner.'* ISmo. cloth, 7s. 6d. 

— THE HISTORY of HENRY MILNER. 3 yob. ISmo. 
cloth, each 6s. 

— THE HISTORY of the FAIRCHILD FAMILY; or, The 
Child's Manual. Nineteenth Edition. 12mo., cloth. 6s. 

— THE HISTORY of the FAIRCHILD FAMILY. Volume 2. 
Third Edition 1 2mo. cloth, 6s. 

— THE HISTORY of the FAIRCHILD FAMILY. Volume 3. 
Second Edition. ISmo. cloth, 6s. 

— JULIETTA DI LAVENZA. A Tale. 18mo.cloth,2i. 

— THE HEDGE of THORNS. Fifth Edidon. 18mo. cloth, li. 
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SHERWOOD, MRS. 

— VICTORIA. 12mo.bd8. 4i. 

— THE ORPHANS of NORMANDY. Third Edition. l«mo. 
bdt. 9f . 6d. 

— THE LITTLE MOMIERE. 12mo. cloth, 3i. 

SHIRLEY, BISHOP.-LETTERS and MEMOIR of the late 
WALTER AUGUSTUS SHIRLET, D.D., Lord Bishop of Sodor and 
Han. Edited by Thomab Hill, B.1>., Archdeacon of Derby. Secimd 
Edition, reviled. With a Portrait, 8vo., cloth, 1 4f . 

"There is a healthy tone of piety in Dr. Shirley*f remains; and no one 
can read the Memoir without being struck with the humility and simplicity 
of mind which characterised its subject."— CAriillan OUerver* 

* * A solid and interesting volume, containing, in addition to the biography, 
various intelligent remarks on public affairs and theological questions, with 
a good many descriptive ^ketches of scenery and manldnd." — SpeeUMtar, 

" It is a volume which we have read with the deepest interest, and have 
closed with the highest feelings of its importance."— ^fontteman'f MoffOMine. 

— LETTERS to YOUNG PEOPLE. By the late Right Rev. 
Waltbb Auoustds, Bishop of Sodor and Man. Fcap. cloth, 3s. 6d. 

" We must admit the substantial excellence of much of what we find here ; 
and all we have perused of the volume has instructed us not a little."— 
Snfilith Retfiew, 

** The volume consists of letters chiefly addressed to his son and dangh- 
ter; and exhibits the writer in a very amiable, affectionate, pious, and 
sensible light. Some of the epistles to his son contain Judicious advice on 
study and critical remarks on books.*'— sGEP^ctetor. 

" We like the general tone of these letters much. They are cheerfni, un- 
affected, kindly, without overweening conceit or laborious condescension. 
They refer, too, to real incidents and evoits."— ^tkefMetim. 

— SERMONS Preached on yariooB occ&sioi)B. 12mo. cloth, 68. 

** A direct plainness of style and purpose, which had the effect of force, 
and a sound Protestant tee^DS.'*—8peeUUor, 

"These sermons are marked by that unaffected piety and sound sense 
which characterized their revered author. The little volume deserves a place 
among the &nt^lBU selections of practical discourses.**— Jolte Butt, 
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SIRHEON, REV. C.~MEMOIRS of the Rey. CHARLES 
SIMEON, M.A., late Senior Fellow of King's College, and Minister of 
Trinity Church, Cambridge s containing his Autobiography, togethei with 
Selections from his Writings and Correspondence. Edited by the Roy. 
William Carus, M.A., Canon of Winchester, and Yicar of Romsey, 
Hants. Third Edition. 12mo. cloth, with portrait and fac-simile, 68. 

SINCLAIR, REV. W.-TH£ DYING SOLDIER. A Tale 
founded on Facts. By the Rev. William SnrcLAiR, M. A., Incnmbent of 
St. George's, Leeds. Second Edition. 18mo. cloth« Is. fld. 

— A MANUAL of FAMILY and OCCASIONAL PRAYERS. 

18mo. cloth. Is. 6d. 

SMITH, REV. T. T.-SBBMONS. By the Bey. T. Tusstall 
Smith , M.A., Vicar of Whrksworth, Derbyshire. Second Edition. ISmo. 
cloth, ffs. 6d. 

— LECTURES on the TEMPTATION OF OUR BLESSED 
LORD. 12mo. cloth, 3s. 

** Practical discourses, full of evangelical piety, and great cleameeaof 
exposition/'— Betf** Mestenger, 

" Full of valuable matter, the result of much thought and study, and is 
eminently practical."— .filfV^'^'k Review* 

— THE SACRAMENTS. Two ExpUuiatory Treatiiefl. 12mo. 
cloth, 2s. 6d. 

SOLACE of a MOURNER. Fcap.cloth. 4f . 6d. 

SONGS and SMALL POEMS of the HOLY SCRIPTURES: 
also, the LAMENTATIONS of JEREMIAH. New and Literal Transla- 
tions. Small 4to. cloth, 6s. 

The object is to present these Poems in a form as closely as pos^le re- 
sembling the Original, in a literal Translation ; to give the Poeti^ of the 
Old Testament more in its own poetical form, as it is believed that much of 
its beauty H lost by being read as prose. 

STEPHEN, SIR G^ANTISLAYERT RECOLLECTIONS: 

In a SERIES of LETTERS addressed to Mrs. BEECHER STOWS. 
Written by Sir Gbobob SrspBav, at her Request. Fcap., cloth, 4s. 

STEWART, REV. J. H.— MEMOIRS and REMAINS of the 
Rev. JAMBS HALDANB STEWART, M.A., late Rector of Limpsiield, 
and some time Incumbent of St. Bride's, LiverpooL By his Soh. Small 
8vo. In the Preu, 
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STOWELLy REV. H.-A MODEL for MEN of BUSINESS : 

or, Lectures on the Character of Nehemlah. By Hugh Btow bll, M.A., 
Incumbent of Christ Church, Salford Honorary Canon of Chester, Mid 
Rural Dean. Third Bdition. Crown 8to. cloth, 5s. 

— TRACTA RIANISM TESTED by HOLY SCRIPTURE 
and the CHURCH of ENGLAND, in a Series of Sermons. 9 Yols. 
19mo. doth, each 68. 

NJB. The object of this work is not merely nor mainly to confute Tracta> 
rianism, but rather to inform and establish the minds of Churchmen on 
certain perplexing questions, respecting which definite views are much 
needed. 

TALES FOR MY GRANDCHILDREN. 18mo. cloth, Js. 

** A work adapted to the capacities of very young children, to afford 
instructive amusement for Sunday evening." 

THOMPSON REV. F. E.-TWELVE LECTURES preached 
In St. George's Chapel, Old Brentford, in the Season of Lent 1844 and 1845. 
By the Rev. F. E. Thompson, B.A., of Trinity College, Cambridge, and 
Ineombent of Old Brentford. ISmo. doth, 6s. 

" In a theological point of view his object is very suceeasftilly accomplished 
by Mr. Thompson. In a literary sense the plan of the writer gives purpose, 
variety, and interest to his discourses. Biography and applied morality are 
superadded to the general matter of a sermon. The style is agreeable--the 
manner rapid and Impressive."— i^pecfolor. 

THORNTON, H.-FEMALE CHARACTERS. By the late 
Hbnrt Trobitton, Esq., HP. With Prayers adapted to the Lectures. 
Seeond Edition. Fcap. cloth. Si. 

— FAMILY COMMENTARY on PORTIONS of the PENTA- 
TEUCH ; in Lectures, with Prayers adapted to the Subjects. Second 
Edition. Thick 8vo.cleth,12t. 

— ON the TEN COMMANDMENTS, with PRAYERS. 
Second Edition. 19mo. cloth, Ss. 6d. 

— FAMILY PRAYERS, in a Series for a Month. Thirty-first 
Edition. 19mo. cloth, 8s. 

TOTTENHAM, REV. E^REMAINS of EDWARD TOT- 
TENHAM, B.D., late Minister of Laura Chapel, Bath, and Prebendary 
of Wells. Edited with a Memoir, by W. C. Massb, B JO. 8vo. eloth, 



TRACTS FOR DISTRIBUTION. 

THE GERMAN TREE. A Moral for the Young. 

By the Rev. T. GOODWIN HATCHARD, M.A., Rector of 
Havant, Domestic Chaplain to the Marquis Conyngham. Is. 

By the same Author. 

FEED MY LAMBS. A Lecture for Children in 

words of one syllable; to which is added a Hymn. Seventh thou- 
sand. 32mo. 8d., or Ss. 0d. per dozen. 

MY DUTY. The Christian Duties, taken from the 

Church Catechism, printed in red and black within an ornamental 
Ctothic tablet; intended for Parochial distribution. 4d. each, or 
8s. 6d. per ozen. 

TRACTS for CHILDREN in STREETS and LANES, 

HIGHWAYS and HEDGES; or, Fifty-two Scripture Facts in 
simple language. By the Author of « Peep of Day," " Near 
Home," iec. In a packet containing Fifty-two Tracts, each 
illustrated with a Wood-cut. Eleventh Thousand. 2s. 

THE FOURTH COMMANDMENT EXPLAINED. 

By a Sunday School Teacher. 3d., or 2s. 6d. a dozen. 

THE TEACHER'S ASSISTANT IN NEEDLE- 

WORK. 6d. each, or 58. per dozen. 

THE KNITTING TEACHER'S ASSISTANT. 6d., 

or 5s. per dozen. 

A MISFORTUNE CHANGED into a BLESSING. 

12mo.6d., or Is. cloth. 

ELIEZER; or. The Faithful Servant. 12mo. 3d., or 

2s. 6d. per dozen. 

PORTIONS OF SCRIPTURE, arranged with a view 

to promote the Rxuoioua OBBrnKWAXo* of thb Lord'* Day. By 
a Ladt. 3d., or 2s. 6d. per doien. 
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TRACTS FOR DISTRIBUTION. 

HOW CAN I GO TO CHURCH ? or, A Dialogue 

between a Lady and a Poor Woman. 3d. each. 

WHY SHOULD I NOT GO TO THE MEETING- 

HOUSB? 3d. each. 

SELECT STORIES from MODERN HISTORY: 

ST. BARTHOLOMEW'S DAT, and JOAN of ARC ; or. The 
Maid of Orleans. Written for the Inatraction of the Children of 
a Tillage SchooL With lUostratione. Fcap. sewed, 6d. 

** Not ill-adapted to their end. These little stories are plainly and 
even UJrhf told ; no attempt being made to excite party feeling or to 
disguise the real truths of history. We can recommend the booli ** 

Athetugwm, 

CONVERSATION on the ADVANCE WE HAVE 

MABB in CHRISTIAN CHARITT; or, Why is it not Enough 
for a Man to be Sincere ? 18mo. cloth, Is. 

SEED TIME and HARVEST. Some Account of 

'* Schools for the Destitute." By the Author of *< The Ctospel ol 
Other Days." Third EdiUon. ad 

A FRIEND to the SICK and AFFLICTED. 3d.. 

or is. 6d. pw doaen. 

THOUGHTS ON THE SABBATH. 12mo. 3d. 
REFLECTIONS ON THE SABBATH. By Sir 

HaiTBy DvMOKK. 12mo. 3d. 

NARRATIVE OF POLL PEG, of Leicestershire. 

dd., or Ss. 6d. per dosen. 

REPAIRING THE CHURCH. 3d., or 28. 6d. per 

dozen. 

VILLAGE CONVERSATIONS on the LITURGY of 

the CHURCH of ENGLAND. By the Right Rev. Obobgs 
Datt*, Bishop of Peterborough. 18mo.6d. 
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TRACTS FOR DISTRIBUTION. 

Bp the same Author, 

VILLAGE CONVERSATIONS on the PRINCIPAL 

OFFICES of the CHURCH. Fonning a Sequel to the above. 
18mo. 6d. 

THE CURATE CATECHISING ; or, an Exposition 

of the Church Catechiam. By the Rev. W. THiaTLCTHWAiTK, 
A.M. Sixth Edition. iSmo. Is. 

Bjf the tame Author, 

THE CHURCH COMMUNICATING; or. An 

Exposition of the Communion Service of the Church of England. 
18mo. 6d. 

THE PARbCHIAL MINISTER'S LETTER to the 

TOUNG PEOPLE of hia CHARGE on CONFIRMATION. By 
the Rev. John Lanolkv, Rector of St. Mary's, Wallingford. istano. 
2s. per dozen. 

CONFIRMATION : its Nature, Importance, and 

Benefits. By the Rev. T. Gkifvith, A.M. 4d., or 38. Od. per 
dozen. 

A PLAIN and AFFECTIONATE ADDRESS to 

YOUNG PERSONS about to be CONFIRMED. By the Right 
Rev. D. Wilson, Lord Bishop of Calcutta. 12mo. 4d. 

Bp the tame Author, 

A PLAIN and AFFECTIONATE ADDRESS to 

TOUNG PERSONS PREVIOUSLY to RECEIVING the 
LORD'S SUPPER. 13mo. 4d. 

THREE PLAIN, FAMILIAR LECTURES on CON- 

FIRMATION. By C. J. Spkncbr, A.M., Rector of Radwell, 
Herts. ISmo. sewed, Ss. 

A SHORT CATECHISM ; or. Plain Instruction, con- 
taining the Sum of Christian Learning, set forth by the authority 
of his Mi^esty, King Edward the Sixth, for all Schoolmasters to 
Teach, A. D. IMS. 18mo. Od. or As. per dozen. 
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TUDORi H.-DOM£STIC MEMOIRS of a ChrisHan Family- 
Resident in Cumberland. With descriptive Slcetches of the Scenery of the 
British Lakes. By Hxiniy Tudor, Esq., Barrister at-Law. Second Edi- 
Htm. 12nio. eloth, 6s. 

** The sale of the first edition of this pleasing volome was commensurate 
with its worth. The Author accomplished two objects by its original publi- 
cation, — ^the first, a truly Christian narrative of the manners and habits of a 
religious family, combined with an elegant description of the diversified 
scenery of the lake countries; and the second, a donation, to a considerable 
amount, by the sale to the purposes of the Church Missionary Society. The 
•■BM objects are kept in view in the second issue, and we can, therefore, do 
nothing better now to increase its circulation, than by assuring our readers 
that the excellence of the design has been sought to be performed in the 
most satisiMstory mannw."— .fietf '# Meuengtr. 

TUPPERy M. F-- PROVERBIAL PHILOSOPHY. By 

MARTiir F. TuppBR, D.C.L., Ac Twenty-second Edition. Fcap. cloth, 
with Portrait, 78- 

— AN ILLUSTRATED EDITION OF TUPPER'S PRO- 
YERBIAL PHILOSOPHY. 
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C. W. Cope, R JL 

Fred.R. PickersgiU, A.RJL 

John Tenniel. 

Edward H. Corbould. 

George Dodgson. 

Edwiurd Duncan. 

Birket Foster. ' 



John OUbert. 
James Godwin. 
William Harvey. 
J. C. Horsley. 
William L. Leitch. 
Joseph Severn. 
Walter Severn. 



The Ornamental Initials and Vignettes by Henry Noel Humphreys. 
In 4to. bound in cloth, gilt edges, £1 lis. 6d. ; morocco, £i 8s. ; mo- 
rocco, by Hayday, £i 12s. 6d. 

— PROBABILITIES: an AID to FAITH. Third Edition. 
Fc^. cloth, 4s. 

*<ItisdifBcultto convey, by extracts, the charm which is diffused over 
this little book. There is, in the infinite variety of subject, a continuous 
line of thought, which fixes the attention to its progress, and leaves the 
mind amused and edified with the perusal."— Cfcrtrtton Rememibnmeer. 

TYTLER, MISS A. F.-LEILA AT HOME; a Continuation 
of "Leila in England." By Ann Frabcb TTTUia. Third Edition. 
Fcap. 8vo. cloth, 6s. 

** Leila at Home," in continuation of *' Leila in England," is written in 
the same pleasant style, and conveys similar lessons of an instructive and 
religious tendency."— ZtterofyOasefte. 

— X£ILA ; or, the Island. SeTenth Cdition< Fcap. 8TO.clotii,68. 
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TYTLER, MISS A. F. 

— LEILA in ENGLAND. A Continuation of " Leila; or, the 
Island." Fourth Edition. Fcap. cloth, 68. 

— MARY and FLORENCE; or, Grave and Gay. Tenth 
Edition. Fcap. cloth, 58. 

— MARY and FLORENCE at SIXTEEN. Fifth Edition. 

Fcap. cloth, 68. 

' * These works are excellent. Miss Tytler's writings areespecially valuable 
for their religious spirit. She has taken a just position between the 
rationalism of the last generation and the puritanism of the present, while 
the perfect nature and true art with which she sketches from Juvenile life, 
show powers which might be more ambitiously displayed, but cannot be 
better bestowed."— Quarterly J2m«io. 

TYTLER, MISS M. F -THE WOODEN WALLS of OLD 
ENGLAND; or. Lives of Celebrated Admirals. By Maroarbt Fbamb 
Tttlbr. Containing Biogfaphles of Lord Rodney, Earls Howe and St. 
Vincent, Lords de Saumarez and Collinglfood, Sir Sidney Smith and 
Viscount Exmouth. Fcap. cloth, 68. 

— TALES of the GREAT and BRAVE. Containing Memoirs 
of Wallace, Bruce, the Black Prince, Joan of Arc, Richard Coeur de Lion, 
Prince Charles Edward Stuart, Nelson, and Napoleon Bonaparte. 
Second Edition. Fcap. cloth, 6s. 

VENN, REV. H.-MEMOIR and Selection from the Cor- 
respondence of the Rev. H. Venn, M.A. Edited by the Rev. Henry 
Venn, B.D., Prebendary of St. Paul's. Seventh Edition. Fcap. cloth, 78. 

VERSCHOYLE. A Roman Catholic Tale of the Nineteenth 

Century. ISmo. cloth, 6b. 

VICTORIA, BISHOP OF.-LEWCHEW and the LEW- 
CHEWANB ; being a Narrative of a Visit to Lewchew, or Loo Choo, 
in October, 1850. By GBOaoa Smith, D.D., Bishop of Victoria. Fcap. 
cloth, 8s. 6d. 

— HINTS for the TIMES; or, the Religions of Sentiment, of 
Form, and of Feeling, contrasted with Vital Godliness. Fcap. sewed, 
Is. 6d. 

* * A sensible and seasonable little treatiae."— ChriiKais Guardkm, 
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WEBB, MRS. J. B.-THE BELOVED DISCIPLE. Reflec- 
tions on the History of St. John. By Mrs. J. B. Wbbb, Author of 
<* Naomi,'* ** Reflections on the History of Noah," Ac. Feap. 8vo. cloth, 
4s. 6d. 

** Very sensible and well written reflections on the History of St. John. 
We can safely rwommendit,"— Christian Guardian. 

WHITE, REV. C.-THE NATURAL HISTORY and ANTL 
QUITIES of SELBORNE. By the Rev. OilbbrtWuitb, M.A. A New 
Edition, with Notes, by Edward Turner Bennett, Esq., F.L.S., See. 8to. 
oloth, I8s. 

WILLYAM8, MISS J. L.-CHILLON; or, Protestants of the 

Sixteenth Century. An Historical Tale. By JanbLooisa. Willyamb. 

2 vols. Bto. cloth, 10s. 

" We think highly of this pathetic story. A true spirit of cheerful piety 
peryades its pages ; the characters are nicely discriminated, and many of the 
scenes are very vividly portrayed. All who read it may derive benefit from 
its perusal." — Britannia. 

WOLFE, REV. C.-SIX PLAIN SERMONS, Preached to a 

Rural Congregation. By the Rev. Cuarlbb Wolfb, late Curate of 

Kemsing, Kent. Fcap. cloth, 2s. 6d. 

** The name prefixed to this volume is so dear to the Christian and literary 
world, that we took it up with a feeling of pleasure and interest, and have 
not been disappointed. It is by the nephew of the celebrated author of the 
' Ode on the Burial of Sir John Moore,' pronounced by Byron to be the 
ck^-.d'ceuvre of all odes in our tongue. The sermons are simple, warm, 
affectionate, scriptural, and substantial; there is still a gleam of genius 
boieath all, which betrays that power is modulating itself to humility, and 
that there is no gap in the links of hereditary talent," Sec— Church of 
England (iuarterly Review. 

WORDS of WISDOM for MY CHILD, being a Text for 
Brery Day In the Year, for the use of very Toung Children. Second Edi- 
tion. 32mo. cloth, 2s. 

WOODWARD, REV. H. - THOUGHTS on the CHARAC- 
TER and HISTORY of NEHEMIAH. By the Rev. Hbbkt Wood- 
WABD, A.M., formerly of Corpus Cliristi College, Oxford; Rector of 
Fethard, in the Diocese of Cashel. Fcap. 8vo. cloth, Ss. 6d. 

'* This interesting little volume is pervaded by a deep-toned piety, and a 
catan philosophy, which are truly edifying in these days of religious turmoil 
and excitement," iec^Irieh EceleiiatttealJoumai. 

— SHORT READINGS for FAMILY PRAYERS, ESSAYS, 

and SERMONS. 8vo. doth, 12s. 

'* The most striking point in Mr. Woodward's writings, the point which 
most excites our admiration, and, we trust, improves our hearts, is the high 
and elevated standard of holiness which he ever places before us, the deeply 
pnetiaU tendenej of all his thoughts," See. — Bnglith Revitw. 



